



cxtemivr^t A senior Soviet envoy left Tehran on Friday after 

renatier! f 001 ? 23 Ira ““ P 1 ^ ^ end the Gulf war, Tehran radio 
sandr Fuirt-^ 6 ° roadca ^ 1 9 uo tod Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Alek- 
iderticar*ui ^ 35 before leaving that Tehran and Moscow share 
Prtarlpiii £*1 ° n - , nee ^ :o end the war as soon as possible.” Iranian 
„_ r rlashemi Rafsanjani told a news conference Monday he had 
could f ° ^ aq - i leader Saddam Hussein, proposing an “idea” that 

Mr Bofo con ^ Ict - ^^tails of that plan have not been disclosed, but 

w fce was '*8 to °P CE direct talks with Washington 

““t with President Saddam in a bid to end the war. Iranian officials 
already have met with Iraqi, French, Algerian, Turkish, Yemeni and 
"™“ e f LSSanes . 1 f recent days. Mr. Belonogov said he shared Iran’s 
«r f 6113 - coalition forces were bombing civilian areas in Iraq, 
thp n^c 3 destruction of Iraq’s residential areas cannot conform with 
™ unt y_ Council resolution,” which sanctioned the use of force 
to uberate Kuwait from Iraqi occupation, Mr. Belonogov said. 


plant dsssse 


/BAHRAIN (AP) — An oil slide forced Saudi Arabia to shut its firat 

5<taMon ptat Friday, offidiais said. Tte plant, °° 

the Saudi coast, was dosed as a 

tal Protection Agency. The plant is run by the huge 03 company Saudi 
Aramco and supplies fresh water to its employees in the ares, on 
executives said. Derek Brown, an environmental specialist at the Bahrain 
Petroleum Co., said he bcEeved the plant was a small' one. A Sand: officaai 
said be expected the Safaniya plant would be dosed for “only a few days. - 
He said authorities from Saudi. Aramco had said nothing about dosing 
refineries or other oil installations along the coast. A Saudi Aramco 
official declined to comment, when reached by telephone in Dhatsran. 
Workers, meanwhile, rushed to clean up a thick swath of crude that fowled 
fertile marine beds along the Saudi shore. 
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Allies wreck 


Air raids cause 
premature births 
and miscarriages 


ALLIED BOMBERS Friday 
completed the destruction of a 
major bridge across the Tigris 
River in Baghdad, and a news- 
paper reported that the air raids 
had caused scores of miscarriages 
and premature births. 

Baghdad Radio suggested a 
possible connection between the 
Guif war and Thursday’s mortar 
attack on the residence of British 
Prime Minister John Major. 

Although the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) has claimed respon- 
sibility, Baghdad Radio said 
“observers in London” agreed 
that the attack was “the start of 
acts of revenge against the British 
government because o? its parti- 
cipation in the U.S. aggression on 
Iraq.” 

Tire Iraqi capital experienced 
far fewer bombing and missile 
strikes late Thursday and early 
Friday than it did the previous 
night. But a major communica- 
tions centre in the A1 leima dis- 
trict was destroyed, and the A1 
Jomhouriya bridge over the Tig- 
ris, left partly intact after two 


earlier strikes, was demolished. 

The newspaper of the ruling 
Baath party, Ai Tfcawra, re- 
ported that there had been a 
sharp rise in the number of mis- 
carriages and premature births in 
Baghdad since the air raids 
started on Jan. 17. 

It quoted Mohammad Ali Al 
Tawii, manager of AI Ilwya 
Maternity Hospital, as saying 35 
to 45 premature deliveries were 
occurring daily at the facility. 

He said the premature deliver- 
ies and miscarriages were caused 
by fear and also by lack of proper 
medicine and nutrition. 

Travellers reaching Baghdad 
reported that intensive bombing 
and missile attacks continued on 
the southern port city of Basra 
and the northern city of Mosul. 

A London newspaper reported that 
an Iraq: hospital director said 47 
civilians died when allied bombers 
attacked a bridge crowded with 
pedestrians this week. 

The Independent quoted Dr. Rabi 
Faroon, the British-trained director 
of Saddam Hospital in Nasiriyeh, 
1400 kilometres south of Baghdad, as 

(Continued on page 5) 


IRAQ ON FRIDAY asked the 
United Nations to investigate 
whether a bombed-out factory 
was a milk production plant or 
was making biological weapons, 
as claimed by the United States. 

In two letters to the secretary- 
general, Iraqi Ambassador Abdul 
Amir Al Anbari also demanded 
war reparations from the allied 
coalition and said Iraq would not 
repay previous war debts to any 
country now opposing it. 

Allied aircraft blasted a factory 
on Jan. 21 in the Abu Ghuraid 
‘ region that General Colin Powell, 
chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, later said was making 
“bacteriological weapons.” 

Mr. Anbari and many other 
Iraqi officials say it was a milk 
plant, though it was painted in 
camouflage and surrounded by 
barbed-wire fencing. 

“In order to establish the truth 
and expose the empty allegations 
by the United States, which are 
designed to conceal the criminal 
nature of the aggression carried 
out by United States-NATQ- 
Zionist forces, I request you... to 
send a fact-finding mission to 
investigate the type of factory 
involved,” Mr. Anbari asked 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. 

In his second letter to the U.N. 
chief, Mr. Anbari accused the 
allies of “evil acts of aggression” 


against Iraqi “civilian, economic, 
scientific, cultural and religious 
institutions.” 

These attacks, he said, 
“seriously damaged the infras- 
tructure of Iraq in order to lay 
waste to the country and deprive 
it of its achievements in the field 
of developments,” which he said 
was a plot by America, the 
NATO allies and the Israelis to 
dominate the Middle East. 

“All the states which are col- 
laborating in this concerted and 
deliberate campaign of aggres- 
sion must compensate Iraq in full 
for all the damage caused to its 
enterprises and individual per- 
sons and their property,” he said. 

“The creditor to which Iraq is 
indebted and which are partici- 
pating in this aggression will not 
be reimbursed the amounts cor- 
responding to the compensation 
owed to Iraq for the damage 
inflicted on it,” Mr. Anbari said. 

Among Iraq’s creditors in the 
allied coalition are Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt, Morocco, the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar 
— and Kuwait. 

Iraqi officials said the factory, 
which was bombed towards the 
end of the first week of the war, 
was the only plant in the country 
that made infant formula. 

Iraqi officials took Cable News 
Network reporter Peter Arnett to 
the plant to film the damage and 

(Continued on page 5) 


Cheney, Powell hold 
war council In 3, Arabia 


Combined agency dispatches 

WASHINGTON'S TWO top 
military officials arrived in Saudi 
Arabia Friday to discuss when 
allied forces would launch a 
ground attack against Iraq. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney met the exiled Kuwaiti 
emir, Sheikh labor AI Ahmad Al 
Sabah, in the Saudi resort of Taif 
before flying to Riyadh for talks 
with allied military commander 
General Norman Schwarzkopf. 

Mr. Cheney and General Colin 
Pcweil, chairman of the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, also visited 
an air base in western Saudi 
Arabia from where U.S. F-lll 
bombers have been raiding Iraq 
and Kuwait round the dock. 

Mr. Cheney, who will report to 
President George Bush in 
Washington Monday, told mem- 
bers of the 48th tactical fighter 
wing they were part of a “hugely 
successful” air campaign. 

Gen. Powell and Mr, Cheney 
gave no hint when a ground 


campaign might begin but Gen. 
Powell assured the airmen that 
Iraqi troops would be pushed out 
of Kuwait. 

“We told them (Iraqi troops) a 
few months ago to move it or lose 
it,” Gen. Powell said. “They 
would not move it. Now they are 
going to lose it.” 

As he began his trip, Mr. 
Cheney said suggestions that a 
six-month air wax alone could 
drive Iraq from Kuwait are mis- 
leading. 

Although Mr. Cheney declined 
to say whether a ground war was 
“inevitable” — as the top British 
commander in Saudi Arabia had 
stated earlier in the day — his 
arguments indicated he believes it 
is a near certainty and will occur 
sooner rather than later. He did 
not say when. 

“It’s all one campaign,” Mr. 
Cheney told reporters aboard his 
plane as it headed for Saudi 
Arabia. “We’re thinking in terms 

(Continued on page 5) 
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iSUKNxiMCy TM® FLAG: A group of Iraq. Britain is a feadi 

demonstrators ha Amman Friday horns the British coalition (see page 3) 

flag in protest against the allied forces’ war against 


feuding member of the anti-Iraq 



Combined! sgeaey dispatches 

FRANCE AND Britain will 
charge a joint group of experts to 
lay groundwork for a post-war 
settlement in the Gulf, the 
French Foreign Ministry 
announced Friday. 

Spokesman Daniel Bernard 
said that foreign ministers Roland 
Dumas of France and Douglas 
Hurd of Britain agreed to create 
such a group during a meeting 
Thursday in London. 

“This group will put together 
work on different concepts,” Mr. 
Bernard said, including regional 
security, the settlement of region- 
al conflicts and the role of the 
United Nations. 

Such a concept will surely consider 
President Francois Mitterrand’s repe- 
ated call for an international peace 
conference on the Middle East, in- 
cluding the Palestinian question. 

Mr. Bernard stressed that Britain 
and i-rar.ee, both permanent mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security Council 
with forces in the Gulf, have a major 
role to piay in a pcst-war settlement. 

The announcement came a day- 
after Mr. Mitterrand rejected long- 
term occupation of large ch unks of 
Iraq and underscored that the United 
Nations must play a leading roie in 
restoring peace to the Gulf (see page 
2 ). 

French desire for a U.N. role, 
apparently shared by Britain, seems 
at odds with U.S. Secretary James 
Baker’s proposals favouring talks 
among coalition powers and Middle 
East countries. 

Luxembourg Foreign Minister Jac- 
ques Poos meanwhile told a Paris- 


Israel issues fresh 
threat t© Palestinians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians got 2 
new occupation chief Friday, and 
a warning that Israel would react 
sharply if they resumed their up- 
rising in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

In Arab Jerusalem, two Palesti- 
nian youths attacked a pest office 
guard with an ax, police said. The 
guard scot and wounded one 
assailant and police were looking 
for the second. 

Israel Radio said the two men 
knocked at the post office door of 
Saladin Street, Arab Jerusalem’s 
main street, and struck the guard 
with an ax when he opened the 
door. He was hospitalised with 
head wounds. 

A senior officer , Fredy Zach, 
said Israel was easing the three- 
week-old curfew in the occupied 
territories and allowing Palesti- 
nians to return to their jobs. But 
he warned the move could be 
jeopardised if such incidents con- 
tinued. 

Arab Jerusalem does not come 
under the military government’s 
authority, although it has become 
a focal point for the three-year- 
old intifeda. 

Police minister Roni Milo said 
Friday that the Palestinians from 


the occupied territories would 
still not be allowed into the Tel 
Aviv region, Israel Radio said. 

In a closed ceremony at the 
defence ministry. Major General 
Danny Rothschild, 44, head of 
the research division of Israel’s 
military intelligence, was instal- 
led as head of the military gov- 
ernment is the occupied territor- 
ies. 

He replaced Shmuei Goren 
who held the job for seven yearn. 
Goren, previously deputy of the 
Mossad intelligence agency, was 
criticised by Israeli leftists for 
felling to foresee the pressure 
that set off the intifada. 

Since the curfew was imposed 
to pre-empt pro-Iraqi protests, a 
few incidents have been reported. ’ 
Four Arabs have been reported 
killed by unknown assailants as 
alleged collaborators, and two 
died in Israeli gunfire. 

The Dutch government said 
Friday it was deploying a Patriot 
missile battery to Israel to protect . 
the Jewish state from attack by 
rockets. 

The announcement came in a 
letter to parliaments by Foreign 
Minister Hans van den Brock and 
acting Defence .Minister Jan 
Tronic. 



based newspaper that the European 
Community (EC) would propose its 
own Marshall plan for the Middle 
East before the end of February. 

Mr. Poes, whose tiny country holds 
the 12-nation community’s rotating 
ax-month presidency, said the post- 
war rebuilding plan would be Boated 
to Israel and Arab countries for their 
opinions. 

“We haven’t yet spoken of figures 
but, if war has its price, peace will 
afao have one,” Mr. Poes was quoted as 
saying in the Roman Catholic news- 
paper La Croix. 

“We must prepare public opinion 
and make it understand that the 
reconstruction of the devastated Mid- 
dle East will be one of the grand 
objectives of the end of the 20th 
century,” Mr. Poos said. 

Mr. Poes acknowledged that such a 
plan, modelled on the U.S.-funded 
reconstruction of Europe after World 
War U, should be backed by the 
United States, the Soviet Union and 
the United Nations to succeed. 

However, the firmly pro-Iraqi 
stance taken by the Palestine Libera- 
tion Or gan i sa tion (PLG) would make 
any official contacts with PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat “extremely difficult,” 
Mr. Poes said. 

.He contended that Palestinian 
spokesmen acceptable to Palesti- 
nians, Arab countries and Israel will 
even tuall y emerge and stressed the 
right of tbs Palestinians to self- 
determination. 

Mr. Bernard said that Iraqi Ambas- 
sador Abdul Razzak Al Kashemi 
planned later Friday to for malis e 
Baghdad’s break in relations with 
Paris. 

Mr. Hsshcati was expected to detail 
plans for his departure with ' three 
aides. They arc the last Iraqi diplo- 


mats on post in the French capital 
after France expelled 14 others last 
month. 

Baghdad ' Radio said Wednesday 
that Iraq was severing diplomatic 
relations with the United States, 
France, Britain, Italy, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Israel’s Labour Party leader was 
quoted Friday as predicting the Gulf 
war would end in several weeks but 
warning of a new conflict if the 
Arab-Israeli question is not resolved 
soon. 

The Hamburg-based mass circula- 
tion newspaper, Bild, quoted 
Labour's Shimon Peres as saying that 
talks on resolving the Palestinian 
problem were urgently needed. 

“The war will be over in several 
weeks. However, not the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. When that is not solved, 
there wAl be a new war,” Mr. Peres 
said in the interview. 

“We must immediately begin the 
talks. Either with the Palestinians 
alone, with the Palestinians and Jor- 
dan, or with delegations made up of 
Palestinians, Jordanians and Egyp- 
tians," the newspaper quoted Mr. 
Peres as saying. 

BOd said Mr. Peres also wants, as a 
second step towards settling problems 
in the Middle East, a conference with 
all states bordering Israel, including 
Lebanon, Jordan, Syria and Saudi 
Arabia. 

The conference could lead to 
general regulations to ensure peace 
and result in a unified market in the 
region, Bild quoted Mr. Peres as 
saying. 

In addition, Mr. Peres forsees de- 
claring the Middle East a nuclear-free 
zone and disarmament, with unified 

(Continued on page 5) 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Three 
men slipped across the Israel- 
Jcrdan demarcation line Friday 
2 ad attacked highway traffic in 
the southern desert, the militar y 
co mman d said. 

Four Israelis were wounded 
before soldiers killed the infiltra- 
tors, said Daa Shomron, the chief 
of staff. 

It was the third reported 
assault from Jordan since the 
Guif war. 

Israel military forces have 
pounded pro- Iraq Palestinians in 
Lebanon for launching Katyusha 
rockets that did not reach Israeli 
territory. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir, who said Thursday he was 
“very anxious” about Jordan’s 
moves, reacted calmly to Friday’s 
indderit. 

*T wouldn’t say that this points 
to the future that will come after 
the war... I could imagine that 
after the war oar borders will be 
completely quite,” Mr. Shamir : 
said on Israel Radio. 

The attackers went into action 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan denies considering 
cut in relations with U.S. 

White House continues to voice displeasure 
over Kingdom’s position; Jordanians angry 


AMMAN — News reports that 
Jordan was considering severing 
ties with the U.S. were categor- : 
ically denied Friday by Royal 
Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker. 

The reports are “part of an 
orchestrated disinformation cam- 
paign against Jordan,” Sharif 
Zeid said in a statement Friday. 
An official source at the Foreign 
Ministry had also denied the re- 
ports. 

The reports followed His 
Majesty King Hussein’s strong 
criticism Wednesday of the war 
waged by the U.S. and its allies 
against Iraq. 

“Fire rains down upon Iraq 
from aeroplanes, from bat- 
tleships, from submarines and 
rockets, destroying mosques, 
churches, schools, museums, hos- 
pitals, powdered milk factories, 
residential areas, bedouin tents, 
electricity generating stations, 
and water networks,” the Sang 
said in a speech to the nation. He 


added the war aimed at des- 
troying all of Iraq’s achievements 
and returning it to primitive life. 

Reacting to the King’s speech, U.S. 
President George Bush was quoted as 
•saying he did not agree with the 
King’s description of the aims of the 
war. “It is not true,” Mr. Bush said. 

Mr. Bush said that the U.S.-icd 
coalition would not be swayed by the 
King’s remarks. “We’ll just stay on 
course,” he said. 

King Hussein had called on the 
U.S. and its allies to “accept a cease- 
fire, in preparation for a responsible 
dialogue between the antagonists.” 

Mr. Bush, however, rejected the 
call. “There will be no ceasefire, 
there will be nothing of that nature 
until (Iraq) commences a credible 
unilateral withdrawal, and then we’ll 
see what happens,” Mr. Bush said. 

On Friday the White House ac- 
cused Jordan of aligning itself with 
Iraq. “It is dear at this point that 
Jordan has declared allegiance to Iraq,” 
White House spokesman Marlin Fitz- 
water charged. 

President Bush himself expressed 
concern Friday that Jordan had 
moved over to Iraq. 

Jordan “seems to have moved 
over, way .oyer, to Saddam Hussein’s 
camp totally,” Mr.- Bush told repor- 
ters at the start of a meeting with 


Washington, willing 


■ Guida de 


“I have some concern now about 
what appears to be a shift in the 
Jordanian position... (I) don’t under- 
stand some of the rhetoric coming out 
of there,” the president said. 

“We’ve always had historically 
good relations with Jordan, but this 
complicates things,” he added. 

Foreign Minister Taher Al Masri, 
responding to the U.S. accusations, 
said he hoped the United States 
would understand Jordan’s position. 

Mr. Masri said Jordan would re- 
spond to the White House comments 
once it had seen the text of the 
statements. 

Relations with the United States 
“are not in the best shape of course 
but I hope tire Americans will under- 
stand the situation here,” he said. 

Jordan has maintained right from 
the beginning of the Gulf crisis that 
the Kingdom opposed Iraq’s occupa- 
tion of Kuwait and demanded It 
withdraw from the emirate. But at the 
same time Jordan opposed foreign 
intervention in the crisis and advo- 
cated an Arab solution. 

The U.S. Stale Department said 
Thursday it was reviewing U.S. aid to 

a- . (Continued on page. 5) 


difficulties 


From 9 
in W 


ALTHOUGH fundamental 
disagreements exist between 
Jordan and the United States 
over the Gulf war, Washington 
is still willing to acknowledge 
that Amman has little choice in 
taking a public position. 

Incongment with that of the 
U.S., and although military and 
economic aid to Jordan is now 
“under review,” State Depart- 
ment officials believe it will be a 
while before any decision is 
made on whether or not to cut 
aid off. 

U.S. officials reacted strong- 
ly but cautiously to King Hus- 
sein’s speech Wednesday even- 
ing, regretting what was per- 
ceived to be a public anti-U.S. 
stand, but also showing signs of 
understanding of the difficult 
circumstances Jordan faces. 

“We try to understand the 
pressure the King is under, and 
he is under quite a bit of press- 
ure,” U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker said before toe 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 


mittee Thursday. However, 
“quite frankly, we find it sad 
that the King ommitted in Ms 
rather long speech, any refer- 
ence whatsoever... to Iraq’s in- 
vasion of Kuwait... and to Iraqi 
withdrawal.” 

Before White House spokes- 
man Marlin Fitzwater said Pres- 
ident George Bush saw the 
King’s speech as siding with 
Iraq, another spokesman, Ro- 
man Popdiuk, said Mr. Bush 
made it clear, in his initial 
reaction to the King’s speech, 
that the U.S., had to under- 
stand the King has “major in- 
ternal difficulties” but that 
“that does not excuse him for 
making statements that go 
counter to the coalition effort.” 

Despite all that, Mr. Baker 
said the administration intends 
“to keep lines of communica- 
tion open to the King, not 
withstaiKling toe fact that he is 
on toe wrong side and (that we 
have a major disagreement, 
here.” The secretary added that 
“when we look at alternatives, 
we don’t see what we perceive 
to be a particularly pretty pic- 


U.S. officials indicate that 
there were two schools of 
thought within the State De- 
partment, one which advocates 
a tougher stand towards Jordan 
because King Hussein “has not 
towed toe line we want him to,” 
and another - — toe more domi- 
nant school — - which tends to 
be more understanding of the 
King’s position and urges that 
the King’s speech be seen in 
“the context” in which it was 
said. 

Advocates of such thinking 
also look ahead for a role to be 
played by Jordan in any settle- 
ment of toe Arab-Israeli con- 
flict once toe Gulf war comes to ' 
an end. 

In Congress, toe reaction to 
King Hussein’s speech was less 
understanding and much more 
critical of the Jordanian posi- 
tion. Congressional sources 
have described toe mood on 
Capitol Hill as “extremely un- 
happy” at a minimum. Con- 
gressman Robert Torricelli, a 

(Continued on page 5) 


No agreement yet with 
Syria on supplying oil 


By P.V. Viyekamusd 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Negotiations for 
importing Syrian oil to make 
up for the decline in Iraqi oil 
supply to Jordan have not yet 
produced final agreement, but 
Amman is hopeful that an 
accord could be reached with 
Damascus soon. At toe same 
time, Jordan is also pursuing 
contacts with other potential 
suppliers, officials said. 

“Contacts with Syria are 
continuing, but there is no 
definite indication yet when an 
agreement could be formal- 
ised,” said a senior official. 

The exact status of Jordan’s 
strategic reserves of crude oil 
is not known. Eariier figures 
indicated they are sufficient 
for anywhere between six 
weeks to three months. 

Other officials have said that 
Jordan was trying to revive 
Saudi oil supplies, cut off by 
Riyadh in September in what 
was seen as part of the econo- 
mic pressure brought to bear 
upon Jordan for its position on 
the Guif crisis. 


“The best answer would be 
a resumption of the Saudi 
supply through Tapline said 
another official. Libya and 
Iran are also potential sup- 
pliers, but such imports would 
cost higher than oil pumped 
through Taplme, the official 
noted. 

However, officials said, 
there was no new contact with 
Saudi Arabia over the resump- 
tion of oil from there. 

“Ideally, of course, our next 
best is Syria,” from where oil 
could be trucked to the refing- 
ery near Zarqa, said the offi- 
cial 

According to ofl experts, if 
Jordan manages to secure a 
daily supply of 30,000 barrels 
then the Kingdom would not 
face a fuel crunch since its 
consumption rate has gone 
down dramatically as a result 
of conservation measures 
adopted since early last year 
and the recently imposed curbs 
on use of private cars. 

Early figures for 1990 indi- 
cated that Jordan was consum- 
ing 6G,Q0C barrels of oil every 
day. This was brought down to 


around 40,000 by December 
and declined further with the 
new measures. 

Jordan’s oil production is 
less than 600 barrels a day from 
the Hamzeh wells near the 
border with Iraq. Gas has also 
been discovered in the nearby 
Risheh area, but present gas 
production is limited to the 
requirement for two 30- 
megawatt generating units 
there. 

The quest for alternate 
sources was prompted by repe- 
ated attacks on Jordanian 
tankers carrying oil from Iraq 
to Jordan and damages done 
tc fraqi oil facilities by the 


pises. ‘ 

Furthermore, officii ^ 
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as a concerted bid 
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By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

A^viAN — The’ credibility of 
tbe United Nations has been 
questioned by Jordanians and 
Arabs since it endorsed a war 
on Iraq. Last week in an 
address to the nation, His 
Majesty King Hussein criticised 
the U.N. for not playing its 
proper role as peacemaker. 

The King said: “The irony of 
this war is that it is waged under 

the cloak of international legi- 
timacy and in the name of the 
U.N., which was created to 
preserve peace, security, justice 
and to resolve disputes through 
dialogue, negotiations and di- 
plomacy. If this is an example 
of the future role of the U.N. in 
the new world order, what an 
ominous future lies before all 
nations.” 

This belief is shared by 
Jordanians, Palestinians and 
Arabs in general over what is 
seen as the double standards 
that were applied to the Kuwait 


issue and the Palestinian prob- 
lem where Security Council re- 
solutions have not been im- 
plemented for more than 23 
years. 

Soon after the U.S. -led 
aggression on Iraq began, U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar expressed sadness 
that this war took place. After 
10 resolutions zealously im- 
posed on Iraq after its takeover 
of Kuwait on Aug. 2, the U.N. 
role, in the eyes of many, came 
to a standstill. Calls by several 
members of the Security Coun- 
cil to hold a formal session to 
discuss a ceasefire in the war 
have been ignored. 

“We should not put too much 
importance on formalities,” 
said Axel Wustenhagen, the 
new U.N. press coordination 
officer in Amman. “There are 
informal consultations going on 
concerning this in the past 
weeks.” 

In an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times, Mr. Wustenhagen 
said that the members of the 


U.N. could not agree on a 
common ground for a plan of 
action, “so what is the point? to 
show that there is so much 
disagreement? There has to be 
the political will on their part to 
be serious.” 

Mr. Wustenhagen, who is 
now the official spokesman for 
all U.N. organisations, insisted 
that one must differentiate be- 
tween the political body — the 
Security Council — and the 
humanitarian organisations of 
the U.N. 

“We have to accept that the 
U.N. is an organisation of 150 
member states that is domin- 
ated by five members of the 
Security Council,” Mr. Wus- 
tenhagen said. 

Observers here said that the 
work of the U.N. organisations 
in the region, mainly with eva- 
cuees from the wax theatre was 
part of efforts to “patch up” the 
image of the U.N. after it en- 
dorsed a war on Iraq with 
Security Council Resolution 
678, which allowed the use of 


force on Iraq if it did not 
withdraw from Kuwait before 
Jan. 15. 

“This is too serious be part of 
a public relations (stunt) for the 
U.N.,” Wustenhagen said. 
“While this tragedy (the war) is 
going on, not enough attention 

is being paid to humanitarian 
efforts. So we felt we should 
step up information on the hu- 
man tragedy.” 

He added that the individuals 
in the Security Council were 
not the same people as those in 
the organisations, saying that 
individuals .working in the U.N. 
secretariat shared the “same 
sentiments of sadness as that of 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar” over the 
war. 

Mr. Wustenhagen asserted 
that the secretariat of the 
U.N. was not the body re- 
sponsible for preventing the im- 
plementation of Security Coun- 
cil resolutions (on Palestine). 

“Our role is to help as much 
as possible the individuals 
affected by disasters,” one of 


,No urges against revealing de Cuellar talks 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
United Nations has urged Iraq 
not to press for publication of 
Baghdad’s transcript of a meeting 
last month between Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
and President Saddam Hussein. 

A U.N. spokesman said late 
Thursday that Iraq has asked for 
its notes on the t alks to be circu- 
lated as an official U.N. document 
and that they were being trans- 
lated from Arabic into the orga- 
nisation’s other official lan- 
guages. 

But he said publication would 
be “an unprecedented and se- 
rious breach of diplomatic proce- 
dure, since it would threaten the 
confidentiality of diplomatic ex- 
changes.” 

At the same time other U.N. 
sources said they had seen parts 
of the transcript, which they con- 
tended were not embarrassing to 
the secretary general. 

Saddam Hussein was to have 
said that the United Nations was 
dominated by the United States 


to which Mr. Perez de Cuellar is 
said to have responded, “they 
don’t dominate me.” 

The sources said another sec- • 
tion had the secretary general 
agreeing with the Iraqi presi- 
dent’s contention that Washing- 
ton had broken an agreement 
with the United Nations by refus- 
ing landing rights for Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz’s plane 
when he wanted to address the 
General Assembly last October. 

“None of this is so controver- 
sial, so we are puzzled as to why 
the transcripts should be re- 
leased,” one source said. 

The U.N. spokesman, citing 
principle, told reporters Iraq’s 
U.N. mission had been asked to 
reconsider its request and the 
matter was being referred back to 
Baghdad. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar met Pres- 
ident Saddam in the Iraqi capital 
on Jan. 13 in an attempt to 
persuade him to withdraw from 
Kuwait, two days before the ex- 
piration of a Security Council 


deadline authorising the use of 
force to eject Iraq. 

Iraqi sources have hinted to 
reportes that publication of the 
transcript could prove embarras- 
sing to tile secretary general, with 
whom Baghdad has been feuding 
over his role in the Gulf crisis. 

An Arab source said Iraq’s 
U.N. mission was meanwhile pre- 
paring its own translation of the 
transcript into English, in case 
the mis sion decided to circulate it 
as an Iraqi press released instead 
of having it published as a U.N. 
document. 

Iraq caused some embarrass- 
ment last year when it leaked the 
transcript of a meeting that Presi- 
dent Saddam held with U.S. 
Ambassador to Iraq April Glas- 
pie shortly before the invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Part of the exchange was inter- 
preted by some critics of U.S. 
policy as giving Iraq a green light 
to send its troops into the emi- 
rate. 


LONDON (AP) — Human rights 
have come under attack in the 
Gulf war. Amnesty International 
said Friday, expressing concern 
about actions taken by Britain, 
the United States and Middle 
Eastern countries. 

The human rights group 
announced it had appealed to 
Iraq to treat prisoners humanely 
and had sought gas masks for 
prisoners and detainees in the 
occupied territories. 

Amnesty International said 
was interested solely in “the pro- 
tection of fundamental human 
rights” and had not taken a posi- 
tion on the Gulf war. 

“In times of war, governments 
often tend to sweep human rights 
aside in the name of poiliticai or 
military expediency,” Amnesty 
International said in a written 
statement. 

“They are also selective in the 
human rights violations they con- 
demn — those of their enemies 


are loudly criticised while those 
of their allies are overlooked.” 

In recent weeks, Amnesty In- 
ternational has advised Britain 
that it considers the detention of 
more than 50 Iraqis and Palesti- 
nians to be “contrary to interna- 
tional standards.” 

The detainees have not been 
told specifically why they are 
being held and do not have the 
right to a fair judicial hearing or 
legal representation, the group 
said. 

Amnesty International said it 
believes some of the detainees 
may be in custody solely because 
of their nationality and others 
may be prisoners of conscience. 

A British spokesman for the 
Home Office said Thursday night 
that all detainees haye the right of 
appeal to a panel. The spokes- 
man, speaking anonymously, said 
the detainees wer allowed the 
advice of a friend, who could be a 


Amnesty International said it is 
investigating human rights viola- 
tions related to the Gulf war and 
monitoring reported moves to ex- 
pel Arabs and refugees from va- 
rious nations on national security 
grounds. 

Members of Amnesty Interna- 
tional have written to Iraq, urging 
leaders not to subject prisoners to 
“torture or other cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment during 
the war.” 

It also expressed concern about 
Iraq’s “human shield” policy of 
placing prosoners at military 
targets in an attempt to block 
allied attacks on strategic loca- 
tions. 

Amnesty International ex- 
pressed concern about Israel’s 
use of guns to enforce a curfew 
imposed on the occupied territor- 
ies. It also objected to summary 
trials given to those accused of 
violating the curfew. 

The group has issued an urgent 


Ailed forces threaten Saudi culture 


CANBERRA (R) — Several 
senior Saudi government officials 
believe it was a mistake to invite 
allied forces into their country 
because their r—cence was a 
threat to Saudi " • the presi- 
dent of the Worn. found! of 
Churches said on Friday. 

“I was told by the Saudis that 
they do not want the allied pre- 
sence in their country,” Metropo- 
litan Paulos Mar Gregorius told a 
news conference at the coundl’s 
seventh assembly. 

“They had asked for it because 
they were threatened by an inva- 
sion by Iraq but now thev^ are 
convinced that was not the origin- 
al intention and that they made a 
mistake — but they cannot say 
that,” Gregorius said. 

Gregorius, from the Malankara 
orthodox Syrian church of India, 
Said he visited Saudi Arabia and 
held talks with the country’s de- 
puty foreign minister in Novem- 


The visit was part of a Middle 
East tour which also involved 
talks with government offidals in 
Iraq and Jordan. 

“The deputy foreign minister 
of Saudi Arabia said he and some 
of his colleagues thought it was a 
mistake to invite the allied forces 
into their country. 

“They were worried that the 
presence of a 500,000-strong 
force would endanger their cul- 
ture,” Gregorius told Reuter af- 
ter the conference. 

“And I am sure there is much 
support within the Saudi com- 
munity for that thinking.” 

Gregorius said the message he 
gleaned from his Middle East 
visit was that many Arabs be- 
lieved Iraq was becoming too 
strong in the region and needed 
to be cut down to size. 

“They see Iraq after the eight- 
year war with Iran emerging as 


the most technologically adv- 
anced nation among the Arabs 
and militarily also the most power- 
ful,” he said. 

Many Arabs believed the Un- 
ited States used the Gulf crisis to 
support its armaments industry 
and to gain a new military pre- 
sence in the region. 

“It is true the end of the cold 
war brought down the demand in 
the market for armaments and 
this in turn has affected the U.S. 
economy substantially ... the way- 
out of the recession was to in- 
crease the market for armaments. 
That purpose has been served by 
this (conflict),” Gregorius said. 

“The allied powers, having had 
dominions in tha': area in the 
past, are anxious to get into the 
act and be there in the Middle 
East as a major actor and to crush 
Iraq.” 

Gregorius called for an im- 
mediate Iraqi withdrawal from 


‘Purifying Security Council 

Intoning a Japanese chant, a 
parapsychology group attempted 
to “purify” the U.N. Security 
Council chambers, scene of 12 
resolutions against Iraq, includ- 
ing authorisation of the Gulf war. 

About 20 members of several 
nationalities belonging to the 
Tokyo-based Mahikari group 
walked around the empty 
horseshoe-shaped conference 
table late Wednesday, chanting in 
unison and raising their hands 
slightly. 

A spokesman for the group’s 
New York chapter told Reuters 
the purpose was to “purify the 
chamber and give it spiritual 
energy.” 

“It needs it,” said a Cuban 
diplomat after being told of the 
ritual. 

The Mahikari spokesman said 
the last time such a ceremony was 
performed in the council cham- 
bers was on Aug. 1, a day before 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 


appeal on behalf of two Egyptian 
prisoners. An opposition journal- 
ist who spoke against the war at a 
Cafrompsque and a doctor whose 
publishing company reportedly 
published a critical statement by 
the Egyptian medical syndicate 
both remain in custody, it said. 

Amnesty International also 
wrote to the Saudi Arabia, ex- 
pressing concern that suspects 
arrested in connection with an 
attack on a bus carrying U.S. and 
Saudi Arabian military personnel 
may receive the death penalty. 
Several servicemen were slightly 
injured in the attack. 

Amnesty International is 
opposed to the death penalty. 

Reports from Cairo indicate 
that an unknown number of peo- 
ple have been detained after they 
voiced opposition to Egypt’s in- 
volvement in the war against 
Iraq. Egyptian opposition parties 
have called for a general strike to 
voice their protest . 


Kuwait linked with an allied with- 
drawal from Saudi Arabia and 
convening of a Middle East con- 
ference. 

He said the conference would 
tackle not only the Iraq-Kuwait 
problem but also the question of 
a Palestinian homeland and the 
disputes between Greece, Turkey 
and Cyprus, and between Leba- 
non and Syria. 

The World Council of Chur- 
ches represents 316 churches, ex- 
cluding the Roman Catholic, 
Jewish and Muslim faiths. It 
meets every seven years to 
formulate religious policy. The 
assembly runs from Feb. 7 to 20. 

Gregorius said he met with 
Saudi and exiled Kuwaiti offidals 
a month before the outbreak of 
the Gulf war. He reported he was 
told that Arabs believe the Un- 
ited States is involved in the 
conflict for its own political, eco- 
nomic and railitaiy interests, not 


them being war, he said. 

The U.N. spokesman said 
that there were preparations to 
send humanitarian aid to Iraqi 
civilians, reiterating that there 

was a difference between the 

Security Council and the huma- 
nitarian organisations. 

“The secretary-general can 
only send U.N. troops or obser- 
vers only when the Security 
Council gives him a mandate to 
do so. The Security Council 
decides a ceasefire, but we 
don’t need a Security Council 
decision to send food and medi- 
cine to Iraq,” Mr. Wus- 
tenhagen explained. 

He added that there have to 
be physical assurances, howev- 
er, that conditions were possi- 
ble to send the necessary aid to 
Iraq with the absence of a ' 
formal ceasefire. 

“We need Iraqi government 
approval to send the aid and 
guarantees that conditions are 
created whereby the food and 
medicine can be delivered,” 
Mr. Wustenhagen said. 


SAUDI ARABIA (AP) — After 
a three-week air war against Iraq 
and Kuwait, U.S. pilots say they 
are finding it increasingly difficult 
to locate prime targets.. 

Much of Iraq’s armour remains 
hidden in bunkers and Iraqi 
ground forces are using decoys to 
fool allied pilots, said the com- 
mander at the largest U.S. air 
force base in Saudi Arabia. 

“We have fewer targets than 
we did when we started,” said 
Colonel Hal Horaburg, comman- 
der of the 4th tactical fighter wing 
provisional. 

The wing flight commander, 
Col. Steve Plummer, said it was 
still easy to find targets, but 
“finding the kinds of targets we 
want is becoming more difficult.” 
Iraq has buried most of its 
armour “making it difficult for ns 
to locate it,” said Plummer, Iraq 
“dug in very well.” 

Col. Horaburg was asked ab- 
out reports that the Iraqis have 
been moving anti-aircraft batter- 
ies to the tops of civilian apart- 
ment buildings. 


"My own personal feeling 
would be if a gun emplacement is 
firing at us from an apartment 
building, then that apartment 
bunding is part of a military 
target. In other words, the enemy 
has militarised a civilian area into 
a militarily significant target,” he 
said. 

As for the Iraqis’ use of decoys 
to get pilots to waste their bombs. 

Col. Plummer — who flies F-16A 
fightin g Falcons — acknowledged 
that allied pOots have shot at 
decoys. 

Col. Homburg said U.S. pilots 
have sophisticated ways to tell a 
real target from a false target. 

F-16A pilots, who have been 
pounding Iraq’s elite Republican 
Guard units, said they have in- 
flicted heavy damage despite re- 
ports the guard is so well dug in it 
remains an effective fighting 
force. 

“It’s one tank at a time,” Col. 
Plummer said. The F-16As are 
equipped with two weapons spe- 
cifically designed to IdU tanks: 
The Maverick missile and the 


Rockeye duster bomb, which dis- 
tributes armour-piercing bomti- 
iets around a target. 

Unlike the jungle in Vietnam, 
where equipment could be bid" 
den, he said, it’s “almost impossi- 
ble to hide things in a desert. You 
can find them if you look for 



PARIS (AP) — ‘ President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand has flatly rejected 
using nuclear, chemical or biolo- 
gical weapons against Iraq and 
renewed his call for a Middle East 
peace conference — positions 
somewhat at odds with U.S. poli- 
cies. 

Mr. Mitterrand Thursday also 
ruled out occupation of large 
chunks of Iraq’s territory. 

His remarks in a 15-minute 
interview with four French televi- 
sion journalists were his first on 
the Gulf war since Jan. 20, when 
he said French forces would not 
limit their attacks to Kuwait. 

Mr. Mitterrand made one pre- 
diction in the interview that U.S. 
and other military officials in the 
multinational force allied 
against Iraq generally agree with: 
That the allies will mount a 
ground offensive this month. 

But his other statements went 
further than Washington has 
gone in defining what the allies 
should not or will not do to defeat 
Iraq. 

After one journalist noted that 
U.S. cflksafc had not ruled out 
using nuclear weapons in the 
event of a non-conventional 
attack on allied forces, Mr. Mit- 
terrand said: 

‘T rule it out. Neither chemical 
arms, nor bacteriological, nor 
nuclear arms. To engage in arms 
of this type would be a descent 
toward a barbarism that I re- 
fuse.” 

A post-war settlement should 
be organised by the United Na- 
tions, Mr. Mitterrand said. He 
reiterated his longstanding call 
for a peace conference to solve 
the Middle East’s problems, in- 
cluding Lebanon and the Israeli- 
Palestinian dispute. 

Mr. Mitterrand’s aims are 
somewhat at odds with a post-war 
plan proposed Wednesday by 
U.S. Secretary of State James 


for its stated goal of creating a 
new world order that would pave • 
the way for a lasting peace. 

Moves towards East-West re- 
conciliation had hurt the U.S. 
economy from declining demand 
for armaments, while a decreased 
communist presence in the 
Mideast left Washington eager 
for a reason to maintain a military 
force in the region, he said. 

And even though Arab coun- 
tries are participating in the allied 
contingent fighting Iraq, many 
Arabs still see the conflict as 
anti-Muslim, Gregorius said. 

He said the Saudis first asked 
for allied military forces because 
they feared Iraq might invade 
their country after taking over 
Kuwait He said that a deputy 
foreign minister from Saudi Ara- 
bia, who he did not name, told 
him that some Saudis now feel 
“they made a mistake but cannot 


Baker who avoided references to 
an international peace confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Mitterrand said any settle- 
ment must include respect for 
internationally recognised bor- 
ders and national sovereignty, a 
global arms control plan, mutual 
security guarantees and a work- 
able regional balance of power. 

“We must not fool ourselves,” 
Mr. Mitterrand said. “It’s the 
Security Council that should 
organise the return to peace.” 

He also said he wants to stick 
to the goal of removing Iraqi 
forces from Kuwait. 

“Once we’ve liberated Kuwait, 
we’ll have done most of the job 
we set out to do,” he said. “I 
don’t want this to turn into a war 
covering all of Iraq’s territory, 
with all that implies in terms of 
occupying towns, resistance 
movements and day-to-day fight- 
ing by other means.” 

The French president said be 
did not fear an international 
escalation of the conflict, as 
Baghdad has apparently hoped to 
achieve by attempting to draw 
Israel and possibly Irma into the 
war. 

“I don’t believe for one second 
that this could degenerate into 
another world war,” Mr. Mitter- 
rand said. But “if we hadn’t acted 
now, we would have found 
ourselves in the conditions of 
conflict that could have risked 
one.” 

Also Thursday, French De- 
fence Minister Pierre Joxe said in 
a radio interview that the three- 
week-old war has killed 
thousands. He did not specify 
civilian or military casualties. 

Mr. Joxe also said French 
troops would be on the front lines 
once the ground offensive begins. 
France has nearly 12,000 men in 
the Gulf region. 


say so.” 

Gregorius said a lasting peace 
in the Middle East must be based 
on several points; 

— Iraq must leave Kuwait. 

— Allied troops must leave 
Arab soil. 

— A Middle East conference 
must be held to reach a compre- 
hensive solution to the Palesti- 
nian issue and other regional 
conflicts between Iraq and 
Kuwait, Lebanon and Syria, and 
Turkey and Greece. 

— Israel and its neighbours 
must learn to cooperate. 

One of the goals of the council 
assembly will be to debate and 
formulate a solution to ending the 
war that will be acceptable to the 
world community, Gregorius 
said. 

“That is why our statement has 
not as much teeth as we would 
wish,” he said. 


“I would like to be able to 
leave the army to nothing but 
walking in there and picking up 
the. pieces ” said Col Plummer. 
“Obviously that’s idealistic and 
Fm sure we’ll never get there. 
The army’s going to have to go in 
eventually and do something.” 

“I would never discount the 
enemy’s ability to fight back,” 
Col. Horaburg said. 

“If I thought that we were 
going to go in there and go 
through them like a hot knife 
through butter, I think that I 
would be leading our people 
.astray and setting them up for a 
possible disaster. So, until this is 
over, Fm going to think of the 
enemy as a formidable fighting 
force,” he said. 


Yemep says It arrested embassy attackers 

SANA (AP) — Yemen’s interior minister was quoted Friday as 
saying an unspecified number of suspects have been arrested in 
connection with the recent spate of attacks on embassies. The 
minister, Ghaleb Mozhar al Qoshem, told the weekly newspaper 
September that “the criminals are now being interrogated.” He did 
not identify the suspects further. A small bomb was tossed on the 
roof of the Italian embassy on Monday and dynamite sticks were 
flung a week earlier at the residences of the Japanese and Turkish 
ambassadors. The fence of the U.S. embassy also came under 
small-arms fire. The minister described the perpetrators as “irres- 
ponsible elements” and said Yemen did not condone such action. 


CAIRO (AP) — A cache of 23 Soviet-made hand grenades has been 
found near an iron and steel plant on the western outskirts of the 
Mediterranean city of Alexandria, the newspaper Al Abram re- 
ported Friday. The state-owned newspaper said the grenades were 
hidden some distance from the factory buildings. “The bombs would 
not have affected the plant in any way if they had exploded,” it said. 
Security offidals could not be reached for comment. There was no 
indication in the report whether the cache was connected with 
possible sabotage % home-grown Muslim fundamentalist extremists 
or by Iraqi agents. Iraq has threatened action against Egypt for its 
leading role in U.S.-led multinational forces battling since Jan. 17. 
Local Muslim extremists also have been engaged in sporadic 
anti-government violence for more than a decade and their weapons 
caches seized by police sometimes grenades. The extremists want an 




security offidals inspecting the grounds to prepare for new construc- 
tion work found 11 grenades made a barrel near the fence. < A 
thorough search of a large area smroundmg the plant unearthed a 
package containing another 12 grenades, it said. 


COLOMBO (AP) — Two opposition parties on friday denounced 
the government's decision to refuel allied warships ea route to the 
Gulf to join the war against Iraq. "The Sri Lanka government has 
become an accomplice to the massacre of the Iraqi people,” said a 
statement from the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, the largest of the 23 
opposition parties in this Indian Ocean island nation. The Freedom 
Party, headed by former Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike, 
supports the United Nations resolution callmg for Iraq’s withdrawal 
from Kuwait but opposes the war. The New Peoples Socialist Party 
also denounced President Ranasinghe Premadasa’s government for 
offering “water, fuel and non-offensive material to aircraft and 
ships” from the U.S.-led Gulf forces. It said that “hell will break out 
if refuelling American warships is allowed.” Mr. Premadasa initially 
refused to provide the allies with refuelling facilities, but he reversed 
his decision Wednesday. The two parties said Mr. Premadasa 
changed his mind because Sri Lanka, once a popular tourist 
destination, has become dependent on Western aid since Tamil 
rebels launched a separatist war in 1982. Shipping sources, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said the government turned away four 
U.S. warships that sought to dock at Colombo between Jan. 20 and 
Feb. 1. The government, controlled by Mr. Premadasa’s United 
National Party, has banned all demonstrations related to the Gulf 


s to acc 

MANILA (AP) — The government has sent home an Iraqi diplomat 
whose predecessor was expelled for alleged links to a bombing here, 
government sources said. The sources, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said Sabah Siddiqui Saad was forced to leave Wednesday 
for Singapore. Offidals of the department of foreign affairs made no 
public disclosure of Mr. Saad’s departure. Mr. Saad arrived in Manila 
on Jan. 11, the sources said. The Iraqi embassy sought his 
accreditation as third secretary on Jan. 18, a day before the botched 
bombing of the U.S. Thomas Jefferson Cultural Centre, they added. 
The bomb exploded prematurely, killing one Iraqi and wounding 
another, police said. Authorities had been asked to put Saad under 
surveillance immediately after his arrival, the sources said. They said 
they were unaware of the reasons for the surveillance. Mr. Saad was 
to have succeeded Iraqi Consul General Muwafak Al Ani, who was 
expelled for alleged links to the bombing, the sources said. Two Iraqi 
brothers also were deported in connection with the blast. On Jan. 31, 
the Department of Foreign Affairs told the Iraqi embassy it could not 
accredit Saad because “the Philippine government considers the 
present size of the diplomatic mission of Iraq in Manila as reasonable 
and normal.” The government has tightened controls on the entry of 
Arabs in the country after the bombing. 
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Greek Cathotic Hospital 1 (02)272275 
Ibn A3 Nafee? Hospital.,... (02)24710) 
AQABA: 

Princes* Hays Hospital (03)314111 

kV\ : C,..OUEEMALIA:"2C? 

: mptm m: 


Jordanian (RJ) information rfejjarl- 
menf at the Queen Alin Jotematicoal 
Airpott TA (08)53200*5, where it 
shoe Id always be verified. . 


Uppcrflomx pike in Sx per kg. 
Apple 5507.-4®)'' 


Banana ......... ......... .... <00 / 450 

Banana (Mafeammar) ........ 450/409 

S20/45G 

cabbage jog / ^ 

------ — 229/150 

Cauh&jwe; 300 / 25Q 

Cacaabeis {large) 150/100 

Coaimbersfsmal!) 320/ 

Bfcgplaat z® ! IS) 


■*^<££~Z:Z 

^^280 

270/220 




"•• ••• — - 600/ 500 




Potato 


......... 180/120 

230/180 

— - 100/ <Q 


Tomatoes " P^ICQ 

— 180 < 520 








‘AY 




HomeN 


ews 



,in8 > 



JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1991 


'"l 

; l-?.h 

: = 

c.r'SS! 

: - 'J?*£ 
=■;■;■ ^ 


- r- -. - v* 



Ibas *j 8 tlj a 

" u ’* : ^ 

* 

L 

*** v 

i neartfsir 




l- ^ 


Endangering water treatment 


Bombardment cuts 
supply of chlorine 

By Nermeem Murad 

. Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The allied forces bombing of the Baghdad- Ai 
Rnwodwd highway has. halted the shipment of chlorine to 
■ Jaidan leaving the co untry stranded with enough supplies for 
raly a mont h afte r which drinking water in the Kingdom may be 
con sadexed unfit for human c onsumpt i o n. 

Accorcfing to sources in the government as well as water 
s petaafi st s, shipments of chlorine, originally imported from 

Knwaft and Iraq after foe Ang; 2 invasion, stopped after foe firat 

day of bombardment of the highway on Feb. 5. 

“The last shipment we managed to get was on that first day 
the road was attacked,” a go v ernment source, who preferred 
anonymity told the Jordan Times. 

“Since then we officially requested from linkey to provide ns 
with the substance bat oar request was denied,” the source 
added. 

Jordan originally mamrfac uturod cholerine at a factory in 
Jordan but the production at the factory stopped “when it 
became evident that it was becoming c o ntamin ated -with 
mercury.” The factory at Awajan, 15 kilometres north-east of 
Amman, produced both chlorine «nty mercury. ' 

Plans were underway to build another factory for the 
p roduc tion of the disinfecting substance “and we niaA» arrange- 
ments to import chlorine from Kuwait till that time,” the 
‘sources noted. 

After the Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait, Jordan began to import 
the substance from Iraq u against the country’s debt to Jordan.” 

Government officials contacted over efforts to finH another 
source for the substance only said that supplies of diinrhwt were 
expected to arrive in Jordan within a week. 

The sources said drat the substance was secured through “a 
trade agreement between Jordanian and Turkish businessmen.” 
They (fid not elaborate but implied *h«r chlorine was being 
imported through individuals rather than an official level. 

According to Dr. Efias Salameh, a leading Jordanian water 
specialis t , chlorine “is an agent for -disinfection of water and is 
instrumental in eradicating some types of w arm eggs.” 

“If chorine is not added to the water, the consumer would 
receive water that holds disease-carrying bacteria,” Sfalamrfi 
said in a telephone interview with the Jordan Times. 

He Anther added that the risk of spread of diseases would be 
evident because Jordan depends largely on underground water 
“which under such an expanded system of water distribution 
could be mixed with leaked water from cesspools and sewage 
fines.” 


Evacuees tell more 
stories of suffering 


By Sueda KHani 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 
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eyewitness reports and observa- 
tions on the actual situation in the 
Sts Gulf war zone. However, it will 

not be difficult to conclude that 
whether the U.S.-led bombing of 
Iraq and Kuwait was targettr i 
a gainst civilians or military in- 
stallations, it would still pr Jucc 
the same results of destuction 
and misery. Not only drat, but 
people depending on their 
nationality, and where they lived 
m Iraq and Kuwait, tell d i ffe ren t 
stories. 

Indians, for example, who 
co mpri s e d 35 out of the 63 eva- 
cuees in Ruwrisbed camp on 
Thursday, say that the attacks 
acre basically targetted against 
military installations. “Very pre- 
cise and accurate” bombardment, 
one of them said. “There has 
been no bombing ot civilian or 
residential areas.” 

The Indian who did not say his 
.name or profession maintained 
that those civilian sites that have 
been hit were only those which 
were in tbe immediate vicinity of 
military installations. But “all 
people living there had already 
been evacuated.” 

Some of the 23 Sudanese, 
however, said that residential 
neas had been severely hit. They 
: "V* there were no mflfcary sites 

. . iT s \ whatsoever in tbe areas bombed. 
~ 5 “I have witnessed the complete 

... destruction of two booses just 

* ^ opposite where I Kvtd; there 

- ^ were no military installations in 

neighbourhood.” 

~ =£ A flour-member Egyptian fanri- 

* ly. the only Egyptians left at Al 
» Rwwdshed Thursday afternoon, 
did not want T» comment* since 

* , they were held at the Iraqi border 

* ' Pont (rfTribfl since war erupted, 

t- -v. and had not seerf any war activity, 
^'J^'^they sakL 
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the other hand, could m : report 
witnessing any bom^!:^-, bat 
raid they had passed through 
harsh conditions resulting from 
foe lack of food, particularly 
bread, and “die lade of all other 
fariKties necessary for erne’s sur- 
vival.” 

“No one can tolerate the situa- 
tion any longer,” a girl in her 
twenties said. “There is nothing 
to drink, to eat or anything. The 
French have bombed the water 
distribution centre,” one of the 
bus passengers said. “Nothing is 
to be found, especially bread, ofl 
or anything except at very high 
prices.” 

All in all, most of the evacuees 
were in good healthy conditions 
according to officials of die Red 
Cross, however, “they get some- 
times very nervous, they want to 
leave as soon as possible. This is 
their main concern.” 
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frrir own stories. At noon Thors- 
a Jordan Expre ss Transport 
md Tourist (JETT) bus arrived 
'from Kuwait followe d by one 
tadanhm famOy in a private car. 
tapatient to tell his story , Khaled 
wnl Ladf kept sending signals 

0 re poi t em that be had some- 
eMng to tell while he was stm 
fmafirisg ha entry formalities at 
^be checkpoint at Rnweahed. 

4 Agitated Abdul Latif started 
<tiSag Us story to e ve ryo n e the 

(rinute be got out from die bor- 
ate checkpoint “I have seen die 
combing of my bouse with my 
eyes. X have two sots in 
^ospfral right now. Why do they 
j^e U.S. and hs allies) do that? 

5 ■ foey have good army why don’t 

goto the desert...,” headed 
to allies* rehztance to 
Jhit the land war against Iraq. 
1$ 1 Wift his wife and five children 
' 4 ! foe car, stuffed with personal. 
. k 

- '% - 
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Canada 
to help 
Kingdom 
get oil 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Canada wffl 
come to the aid of Jordan, espe- 
cially to help tbe Kingdom ac- 
quire crude ofl, and it wfll do all it 
can to focus the world commun- 
ity’s attention on Jordan’s econo- 
mic difficulties resulting from the 
Golf crisis, Canada’s ambassador 
to Jordan A. Percy Sherwood, said 
in a statement quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Canada will help Jordan ensure 

its needs of crude ofl from Iraq 
should the United Nations fafl to 
h el p the country find an alterna- 
tive source for the crude, the 
ambassador said in a statement 
commenting on the Kingdo m’s 
current endeavours to secure ofl 
in wake of allied forces raids on 
Jordanian ofl tanker trac ks alon g 
the Ba ghdad - Amman highway. 

" The Canadian government wfil 
pursue hs e ffor t s to help Jordan 
fed aftcn uni ve source s for ofl 
ami will he^) the Kingdom cover 
the extra cost of crude ofl should 
the Kingdom import the oil from 
s o ur ce s other tfaim Iraq dun re£ 
tqririag payments in hard curren- 
cy, said the amb assad or. 

Canada win follow np tids mat- 
ter with the concerned interna- 
tional agencies over the coining 
few weeks, the ambassador 
added. * 


belongings, Abdul Latif has also 
taken three other children whose 
parentswcrekflled by. .airraids 

AMMAN — YOU WILL only _ Kuwait. Left with no relatives, 
obtain distorted information JPy. Abdul T-ntif decided bring them 
you cron foe 260' kBometres to '-- back to Toraaiu " 7 “ 

Rnweahed lookhs far concrc ^ F \ . ; The bus load of Jortiamans, on 
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Demonstrations by children, 
Islamists vent anger on U.S., 

United Nations and Israel 


By Mariam M. Shubin 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Over two thousand 
Jordanian children marched 
under the rain towards the 
UNDP headquarter in central 
Shmwsani district Friday in a 
show of support for Iraq. 

Walking from the union build- 
ing to the UNDP headquarter 
and chanting pro-Iraqi slogans, 
children aged 3 to 16 waved Iraqi, 
Jordanian and Palestinian flags. 
Acco m p ani ed by about 150 pa- 
rents, the drikfaen demonstrated 
for a good hour and a half unde- 
terred by the bad weather. 

As evidence of an ever increas- 
ing politidsatk»fl of Jordanian 
society and an increasing dismay 
about the failure of the United 
Nations to avoid a war in the 
Gulf, placards earned by tbe chil- 
dren declared that “we need 
another Hammaiskjold" referring 
to foimer United Nations 
gencial-secretary Dag Hammars- 
k’ jM. : 

“Security Council* or destruc- 
tive council?’! declared yet 
another placard referring to tbe 
widespread , dis a ppointment in the ' 
effectiveness of foe UiN. in pro- ’ 
venting the war. 

- Venting their anger "at mostly 
the United States but also Israel 
foe children burned an Israeli flag 
to the applause of their fellow 
students. 

Most of foe children attending 
the demons tra tion Friday attend 
private schools that have held 
ftmd-raiang events to aid Iraqi 
dnktaen since a U.N. -sponsored 
economic embargo cm Iraq has 
made even tire importation of 
basic medicines and foodstuffe to 
Iraq difficult if not impossible. 

"There is no fear there is no 
fear, neither from Bush nor from 
Gorbachev as long as Saddam is 
here,” chanted one group of stu- 
dents, ridiculing the fall of the 
Soviet superpower. 

“The Russians -are now foe tail 
of America and Israel,” declared 
one student. 

Tbe strong antipathy felt to- 
wards Israel and its occupation of 
Arab lands for 40 years took 
equal footing in slogans which 
hailed Iraqi resistance to allied 
attacks. 

“Oh Arabs do not fear as long 
as Saddam is Imre,” is how one 
slogan went In view of the ever 
increasing attacks a gaww Iraq by 


the allied powers posters reading 
“make peace not war" were 
drowned out pro-Iraqi senti- 
ments. 

“Every time the allies hit Iraq 
we became more pro-Iraq,” is 
bow 12 year old Tony put it. 
“Every time the Americans hit 
Iraq we pray that Iraq hits Tel 
Aviv, because the Israelis are 
behind all this and they must be 
punished,” he continued. 

“If it is part of the new world 
order that Arab children die then 
let it be that it is part of our order 
that Israeli children die... It is an 
eye for an eye,” said one mother. 

' “May be once foe Israelis know 
that we will and can hit back, they 
will decide to give us our rights 
and live with us in peace,” she 
continued. 

Commenting on tbe change of 
attitude of “upper class Jorda- 
nians,” one long time Australian 
resident of Amman told the Jor- 
dan Times: “Things have really 
changed in Jordan. I can’t believe 
all these bourgeois Jordanians are 
letting their little darlings shoot 


and demonstrate in the streets... 
and while it’s ramhuE.” 

Shortly after the children’s de- 
monstration came to an end the 
Jihad - Al Island Beit Al Maqdes 
(a hard line Islamic group which 
is based but has an unknown 
constituency in Jordan) held a 
demonstration across town in 
Jabal Al Nathif. 

In a : sermon i given by pro-Jityid 
sheflrhg the g ro up called for a 
holy war against Israel, foe allied 
powers and their Arab “tails.” 

While attendance was initially 
poor, np to 10,000 people finally 
joined the demonstrators to 
march towards downtown Am- 
man. 

A leaflet in English and Arabic 
was distributed to those in attend- 
ance. Addressed to “Bosh” the 
message read: “You have to pull 
out your force from our land, 
you have to stop suppo r ti ng our 
enemies otherwise yon will face 
something you have never heard 
about,... it is based on what we 
believe... Al Jihad — victory or 
martyrdom.” 



WHOCBMCB: Hundreds of children defy cold weather on their 
way to DJI. offices hi Shrodsanl to show their dismay at the 
ineffectiveness of the United Nations in pr eve n ting war (photo by 
Yousef Al ‘ABan). . ■ 


More drivers volunteer 
to truck oil from tract 


AMMAN (J.T.) — At least 23 
■ drivers have submitted appHea- 
' tioos to thePnbb'c Transport Cor- 
poration (PTC) and the Ministry 
of Transport to assume the task 
of driving tankers c a rr yin g erode 
ofl from Iraq to Jordan, according 
to a statement by PTC Thursday. - 

The applications came hi the 
wake of a statement by of Trans- 
port and Telecommunication 
Minister Jamal Saraireh welcom- 
ing people wishing to join the 
team of driven for the job. 

The driven seem to be encour- 
aged by die incentives offered by 
the government and motivated by 
tbe national feeling to cany out a 
duly for the homeland, com- 
mented one observer. 

Saraireh paid tribute to volun- 
teer drivers whom, he said, have 
displa y ed their true national affi- 
liation and readiness to help their 

country in times of need. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
said in a st a teme n t earlier tins 
week that foe g overn m ent has 
inured att trades commoting be- 
tween Iraq and Jordan and was 
offerin g incentives to those driv- 
ers wishing to go to Baghdad to 
(hive the crude ml tankers to 
Jordan. 

Meanwhile, driven, woxkexs 


and labourers from the Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Labour Unions 
Thursday staged a march in Am- 
man in protest against continued 
air raids on Jordanian ofl tankers 
along the Amman-Bagbdad inter- 
national highway winch resulted 
in the death of seven drivers and 
flie injury of 11 others as well as 
the destruction of 31 trades over 
foe past weeks. 

The marchers, who carried 
posters condemning tbe raids and 
portraits of His Majesty King 
Hussein and Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein, handed a memor- 
andum of protest to the resident 
representative of foe United Na- 
tions in Amman, Dr. AH Atiqa, 
addressed to U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

According to tbe Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the memorandum 
demanded the United Na- 
tions provide protection to dvi- 


chfldrcn of Iraq and to foe civilian 
vehicles which were constantly 
subjected to U.S. md oilier allied 
forces raids. 

The demanded 

that the U.N. secretary-general 
extent his power to preserve the 
U.N. organisation’s credibility 
• and to act by the U.N. charter 


and the various international con- 
ventions. 

It also demanded that Security 
Council resolution 678, that 
paved the way for the ongoing 
aggression on Iraq, be cancelled 
and that peace talks start to end 
the crisis. 

Many of those carrying posters 

were childr en of the drivers killed 
in foe raids along the Amman- 
Bagbdad route. 

Following the march, foe fed- 
eration members held a press 
conference dnring which 
Mahmoud Hirraltah, who beads 
the Union of Drivers of Land 
Transport Vehicles, addressed 
the press. 

The Jordanian drivers are de- 
termined to continue foe process 
of transporting Iraqi crude oil to 
Jordan despite tlu. bru t a l 
on their vehicles, Hhzallah said. 

HftzaHah refuted all foe allega- 
tions given by tbe allied forces for 
their raids on the highway which, 

' he said, had no ntiBtaiy installa- 
tions and where only civilian 
means of transport move. 

One of foe drivers, Moham- 
mad Adriri, said that Israeli 
planes took part in raids on the 
ofl tanker trucks heading for Jor- 
dan. 


King’s national address 
draws massive support 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ws Majesty 
king Hussein’s nation-wide 
address Wednesday evening, 
marking the start of foe fourth 
week of the Gulf war, has drawn . 
support for the Kingdom’s poli- 
cies from parliamentarians and 
Jordanian citizens and organisa- 
tions. 

Both speakers of foe Upper 
and Lower houses of Parliament 
expressed full backing for foe 
King’s call for a ceasefire to pave 
the way for peace negotiations. 

‘Your address represent e d the 
conscience of the nation in foe 
face of the barbaric onslaught 
against the Arab people of Iraq 
and their cultural heritage,” said 
Speaker of foe Lower House of 
Parliament, Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat, in a cable to the King. 

“The war followed a conspira- 
cy that has been hatched against 
peace and designed to destroy 
Irarq’s military and economic 
might,” the cable said. “The rep- 
resentatives of tbe people in Par- 
liament support your brave and 
courageous stand and the stand of 
tbe Iraqi people now defending 
their national soil,” added foe 
cable. 

The Upper House voices its 
absolute support for foe King’s 


initiative for a ceasefire to help 
end the conflict imposed on the 
Arabs and Muslims, said Speaker 
of foe Upper House of Parlia- 
ment, Ahmad Al Lawzi in his 
cable to the King. 

He said that foe “Jordanian 
people cannot but express their 
pride in your leadership and sup- 
port your peaceful endeavours.” 

Palestine ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Al Tayyeb Abdul Rahim, 
voiced the Palestinian people’s 
foil backing for the King's efforts; 
and in a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, he said tbe 
speech shed light on all aspects of 
tbe ongoing aggression on Iraq. 

The Palestinian people under 
occupation, the ambassador said 
highly appreciate the King’s en- 
deavours for Palestine and sup- 
port his effort to bring foe war to 
an end. 

The Arab Youth Forum (AYF) 
also expressed appreciation and 
pride in His Majesty and pledged 
to stand muted behind his wise 
leadership. 

In hs cable, the AYF said 
Jordanian youth would serve as a 
strong front in tbe face of any 
conspiracy being hatched against 
Jordan to force it it change its 
Arab stand. 


Tbe forum said that It was an 
honour for tbe people of Jordan 
to pay the price of foe noble and 
honest stand at a time when 
others are receiving foe finanrial 
rewards of their suspicious and 
dubious stands. 

Tbe cable described foe King’s 
speech as an im p ort an t document ' 
and a pledge that has enlivened 
tbe hearts and awakened tbe na- 
tion. 

Tbe Professional Association 
Council hailed the honourable 
principle of King Hussein and 
pledged to rally behind his wise 
leadership in defending the 
homeland and the nation. 

In a cable to His Majesty, the 
council said the King’s speech 
was a tine reflection of the posi- 
tions and aspirations of the Jorda- 
nian people. 

The various professional asso- 
ciations highly appreciate the 
■pan-Arab stand Jordan has 
adopted, under the leadership of 
King Hussein, the cable said. 

Cable of support to the King 
also came from the Agriculture 
Engineers Association, the 
Jor danian community in Austra- 
lia, among other organisations 
and citizens. 



SonvuiR A crowd packs the mafa hafl of Al..WBidotClab to take part In the auction for a wing' 
(right) of a downed UJS. jet • 

Wing of downed U.S 
fetches $33,000 in 



By Serene Halasa 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — More than 4,000 
people gathered at Al-Wihdat 
Gab Thnrsdy to attend an “uo- 
nsual” auction for the piece of a 
wing of an American plane shot 
down by Iraqi fire over ’TrebeSl.. 
After four hours of bidding, tbe 
wing was sold for JD 21,515 
($33,000) to Wae! Qasrawi, a 
Jordanian merchant. 

The bidding started at 7:10- 
p.m. with an opening bid of JD 
1,000. Throughout the auction, 
the audience shouted anti- 
American and pro-Iraqi slogans 
as the bidding price kept rising 
JD 5,000 to a total of JD 21,515. 

The atmosphere that prevailed 
throughout foe auction was that 
of total support to Iraq, its leader 
and people, and the unity be- 
tween the Jordanian, Palestinian 
and Iraqi people. 


‘Trout the children of Jeru- 
salem and Haifa, from the chil- 
dren of the intifada (uprising) to 
die children of Iraq with our 
deepest love,” and “from the 
children of Jabal Al-Nar (moun- 
tain of fire) to the children of 
Iraq's Jabal Al-Nar,” the bidders 
shouted dozing the auction. 

Some participants who took 
part in the auction included Al 
Wihdat Gub, who bid up to JD 
15,000. Other Udders included 
two Egyptians, and a Saudi 
among others. 

The 1.5 metre, 35 kilogramme 
wing, was part of a downed F-16 
American jet. The wing was 
placed in a box with a sign written 
on it “part of a wing of an 
American plane made in New 
York, financed by Saudi Arabia, 
foot down in Trebeil — on foe 
Jordanian Iraqi border — by Ira- 
qi 


The money, collected during 
the auction of foe wing of the 
plane which was referred to as 
“Bush’s plane,” was placed in a 
trophy cup and would be donated 
to help the children and people of 
Iraq. 

According to a dub source, 
two pieces of foe downed Amer- 
ican plane were picked up by 
drivers of a convoy who were on 
their way back from Baghdad 
after they delivered food and 
milk donated by tbe dub to the 
Iraqi people. 

Tbe dub’s administrative com- 
mittee has derided to hold an 
auction, in order to gather dona- 
tions. 

An advertisement about the 
auction in tbe local newspapers 
excluded 'the participation of 
ambassadors. n of countries which 
belong to the American-led 
aggression against Iraq. 


Jordan, EC 
formalise 
$200m grant 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
the European Community (EC) 
have signed an agreement provid- 
ing for a European grant of $200 
million for the Kingdom to help it 
offset damages to tbe national 
economy resulting from the Gulf 
crisis. 

The agreement comes one 
week after tbe EC decision in 
Brussels to grant tbe $200 millio n 
to Jordan. 

The signing of tire agreement 
underlines the importance winch 
the EC attaches to th* quick 
disbursement of the funds, 
according to an EC statement 
.issued Thursday in Amman. 

It said that the funds wot to be 
utilised for the import, by the 
private or public sectors of in- 
dustrial raw and auxiliary mate- 
rials as well as semi- 
manufactured industrial equip- 
ment and agricultural machinery 
and spare puts and accessories in 
addition to chemical products, in 
particular fertilisers, plant protec- 
tion agents, pest ic ides, medica- 
ments and other industrial pro- 
ducts of importance for national 
ec on o m ic dcvlopmcnt in Jordan. 

It said that the funds will be 
available through the Central 
Bank Of Jordan (CBJ) which win 
make the foreign exchange avail- 
able through proper channels 
with the commercial banks in 
Jordan. 


Brotherhood wins Iran’s 
total support for Jorcls&ii 


AMMAN (Petra) — A delega- 
tion representing the Muslim 
Brotherhood returned home Fri- 
day from Tehran after a five-day 
visit to Iran dnring which the 
delegation members met with 
senior Iranian officials. 

The visit was within the course 
of the Brofoerood’s endeavours 
to gather support for Iraq m foe 
face of aggression. 

The delegation, which was led 
by the head of the movement in 
Jordan, Mohammad Abdul Rah- 
man Khalifa, met with the Ira- 
nian spiritual leader Imam 
Ayatollah Ah Khamenei, who 
affirmed Iran’s keen interest to 
bolster Jordanian-Iranian rela- 
tions. 


Khamenei expressed Iran’s 
readiness to defend Jordan, 
which he said stands on the 
longest confrontation line with 
foe Israeli enemy, if it was attack- 
ed. 

Tbe delegation also held a' 
meeting with the Iranian Shura 
(consultative council) Speaker 
Ayatollah Karoubi, who called 
for unifying Muslims* ranks “to 
confront tbs world’s colonialist 
powers.” 

Karoubi, stressed that Iran will 
defend Jordan’s sovereignty and 
security if it was threatened. 

In a statement issued Friday 
following the visit. Khalifa de- 
scribed the visit as fruitful. 



A mistake was made in the Medecins Du 
Monde’s advertisement in English published at ■ 
the Jordan Times of Feb. 7. The following 
paragraph was inadvertently missing from the 
English text: 

<c This same duty commands us to Inter- 
vene for the 'civilian victims of the war 
In Iraq, In Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.” 

However, the French advertisement was pub- ■ 
lished in full. 

There it should hereby be noted. 
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Body less soul 


ABDUL HAMID Sharaf, Jordan’s late prime minister, “at 
times... saw America as a dinosaur, small of brain and beefy 
of body, whose embrace could be smothering even foe its 
friends.’* 

This is probably a time, when the brilliant politician, had 
be fired on, would have seen in the U.S. not an extinct 
monster but a soulless military machine that distinguishes 
not a friend from foe, that will stop at nothing short of its 
weapons’ range. 

George Bush is angry 81 118 because King Hussein spoke 
his mind, and expressed beliefs strongly held by Jordanians. 
The U.S. president has even instructed his administration to 
review financial aid for Jordan, as if to punish us. 

Message received loud and dear. But what we would Hke 
to tell the Americans is that we do not want their money if 
we have to pay back with dignity and honour. And we 
certainly do not need to be the recipient of Mood money. 

'President Bush has been mistaken about a number of 
assumptions that he has mmHb on thf$ war. He has tafc»« toe 
wrong course of action. And, for all we know, be might still 
not know on which day Pearl Harbour was attacked by die 
Japanese. Our memory, however, is not so short or so 
selective as to pretend that we have not become a U.S. 
target. Mr. Bush, even as a friend of our King, has not been 
able to absorb why Jordan is doing what It is doing and why 
it is taking the line It is taking. Even though we thank him 
for understanding “pressures” we are facing, he neverthe- 
less should also know that friendship is a two-way street, 
and, better still, that no-one can claim monopoly on truth 
and morality. 

**I beseech you by the bowels of.Christ^’ someone once 
said, “to think ft possible you may be mistaken.” These 
words may have been toe message contained in King 
Hussein’s address to President fetish. We really do not know 
for sure. But we assume that there was, in the King’s 
speech, more than one message directed to more than one 
person. 

first and foremost. His Majesty talked about history, and 
most probably wanted to impress upon people all over the 
world that this war is wrong. Those who do learn from 
mktnkgs of the past are doomed to repeat them. Then, the 
argument about how fair and just Bush’s war on Iraq can be 
taken to any length one wants to stretch it. 

Jordan’s position has been laid dearly and s trongl y cm the 
table. Ills what we befieve in, and as such it is not subject to 
TRUE or NOT TRUE judgements. President Bush and Ms 
administration have opted to treat their political ills, myopia 
and schizophrenia, with the heat of war and sight of 
bloodshed and destruction. But if the disease spreads, they 
should not Marne the Jordanians. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


PRESIDENT Bosh is not happy at seeing Jordan on good terms 
with Iraq or s uppo r tin g its sister state; and this is natural because 
it was he and bis allies who aborted an Arab- Arab solution to the 
Gulf crisis that could have been settled through the efforts of 
Arab countries themselves in an amicable atmosphere, said A1 
RaM Arabic daily Friday. Commenting on President Bush's 
rejection of King Husseir’s caff for a ceasefire, the paper said that 
the president’s reaction to '1 came as a disappointment to 
many nations which wished that a ceasefire could pave the ground 
for peace. What President Bush said about the king's intiative is 
really sad, especially in view of Washington’s admission that the 
war would be long and bard and that many would die in the 
coming ground battles, the paper noted. Bush seems to have 
become determined to abort die aspirations and hopcsof millions 
of peace loving people of the world by rejecting such a call for 
peace and by pursuing the conflict which would cause many 
sufferings to American families, the paper added. Bush has to 
understand, said the paper, that Jordan's relations with Iraq is not 
based on a selfish axis, hostile to other Arab countries in the 
region, and if Bosh believes that Jordan and Iraq are in alliance, it 
is clear for all nations that such an alliance is aimed at achieving 
peace and ending the conflict and not for other purpose. The 
paper said that both Amman and Baghdad believe that interna- 
tional legitimacy sbonld be applied on equal t e rms and with the 
same criteria to aff issues plaguing the Middle East region. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’l daily criticizes the government’s decision 
to exempt members of the lower and upper houses of parliament 
from the recent measures intended to save gasoline. Sartah Abdul 
Smart says that out of ail sectors parliament members have been 
singled out to be exempted from driving their cars on ahem ate 
days like the other ordinary citizens of Jordan and this is not fair 
at all. Abdul Samad says the government’s decision in this respect 
has caused dismay and dissatisfaction since Jordanian citizens who 
had hoped that the senators and deputies would not accept any 
favours and would want to be treated Hke the other citizens in a 
show of solidarity and out of a feeling of national belonging with 
the aim of cutting down on fuel consumption. Is toe ex emp tion a 
necessary measure to improve the parliamentary process in 
Jordan, or is it aimed at helping the deputies to go round visiting 
and inspecting their constituencies? asks Abdul Samad. If the 
deputies cannot live the war other citizens live and (to not bear the 
same responsibilities bow do they expect to serve tire people? says 
die writer. He wonders what these deputies would tell the voters 
in the coming elections and bow they can give an acceptable 
explanation for these exemptions which tend to help them five 
better off than toe others. If exemptions are to be given. Abdrri 
Samad notes, these should go to doctors who can save patients’ 
lives, as doctors noble missions are by far more important to the 
nation than the wen-being of par l iam e nt members. 


VIEW FROM AMMAN 


1VI/AIN ’ — 

A call for peace, from Amman of the Arabs 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein speech on Wednesday evening, 
February 6, 1991, was another attempt by a responsible leader to 
insert a sense of sanity in the developing tragedy that is curren tly 
being acted out in toe Gulf region. Once again and in a 
characteristic manner. King Hussein displayed not only sigh* but 
vision as well. From the beginning, as well as now he could have 
taken the easy way out, and like others in toe region, joined toe 
ranks In the chant calling for a “ton” of Iraq. Neither his vision of 
die aftermath to come, nor his nationalistic stance, nor his noble 
heritage would allow him to take the easy way out. The fortieth 
g enerati on in toe fine of the Hashemite bouse, once again took 
tire honourable, though difficult position expected of a leader 
with determination and foresight. What is taking place is not the 
so-called “liberation'* of Kuwait, nor is it even the seeming of 
Western interests in toe area, but something else, above and 
beyond these two goals. It is the total destruction of Iraq. In his 
wonts “...it is also aimed at Iraq’s right to a life of freedom and 
dignity, and its determination to fulfill its historic, cultural and 
human role which started in Babylon, Baghdad and Basra and 
which contributed to human civilisation, scientific progress and 
culture.” 


On toe regional level, the destruction of Iraq has other motives 
behind it. Not only to benefit Israel — in as much as this is no 
more than another Arab-Israeli battle fought by proxy on behalf 
of Israel by the so-called allied forces — but to "... rearrange the 
area in a manner for more dangerous ... than the Sykes-Ficot 
agreement. This rearrangement would put the nation, its aspira- 
tions and its resources under direct foreign hegemony...” 

On the international level the King’s analysis of what is truly 
going on, was no less perceptive. “Where is the United Nations?” 
he asked, and what of the new world order that is now advocated. 


The drums of war and the din of Western propoganda, Zionised 
beyond belief, has s ui ionnded this latest modem imperial uu&ade 
with toe thick fog of half troths and blatant lies that no human eye 
could penetrate. With fantastic precision, paying Up service to 
form though devoid of substance, toe United Nations became a 
mere tool cloaking tire evil intention with the thin fa c a d e of 
intern ational legitimacy. Indeed what an “ominous future” lies 
before us when the United Nations too has become so overtly 
another section of tire United States Department of State moving 
like an automaton to the time and beat of toe Shamans and the 
Shaurirs and tire Kiss in g e rs of IsraeL 

This nail, from this “Hashemite Arab” will hopefully awaken a 
sense of response from what it calls “honest Arabs” wherever 
these may be. It is the more meaningful in that it is essentially a 
call of peace and not a cry of war. It is also a warning that should 
Iraq be slaughtered, others in the area, even those counted in the 
ranks of the “allies” Will soon follow suit. For a while the eyes of 
the world and those of some of the Arabs are riveted on the 
commotion place along tire Saudi-Iraxp-Kuwaiti frontier, 

other sacrifices are already being prepared for the Israeli ahar. 
Even the calves now fattened wiff not be allowed to escape no 
matter bow well they currently behave. Ul timately none will 
escape and in time will have his day. Thousands of Jews are 
curr ent l y flowing into Israel from the Soviet Union alone, while 
the Zionist organisation is already debating the fate of toe thirty 
milli on or so Jews of the world. Should they be ingathered? When 
and how? 

His Majesty’s speech, emanating from an anguished heart was 
not an abandonment of his moderate centrist and rational 
approach. We stand by Iraq and against the destruction of its 
people and way of fife unequivocally, not because Iraq is right in 
its occupation of Kuwait, but because we understand the situation 
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The U.S. Ironies In the Gulf 


By Barry Schweid 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The United 
States, planning for a postwar 
Middle East, is prepared to help 
Iraq’s recovery and to reverse 
course by making toe Soviet Un- 
ion a partner in toe search for a 
settlement to toe Arab-Israeli dis- 
pute. 

Consdering aid to Iraq while 
bombarding the country relen- 
tlessly may seem odd. Admitting 
Moscow to the peace process in 
toe Middle East is a major policy 
change. 

Ever since Egypt and Syria, 
armed by Moscow, gave. Israel a 
scare in the 1973 Yom Kippur 
war, U.S. policy has aimed at 
excluding toe Soviets from in- 
fluencing toe outcome of negotia- 
tions . 

The Soviets kept a hand in 
Syria, arming Hafez Assad’s 
forces as well as Iraq, Syria's 
arch-foe. But when it came to 
peacemaking, the United States 
managed on its own. . . i 

One reason was Israel’s distrust 
of ' Moscow. Another was the 
conviction toe Soviets were in- 
terested in p ro m oti n g toe views 
of radical Arabs. 

As a result, when President 
Jimmy Carter mediated between 
Egypt and Israel to help produce 
their 1979 peace treaty, he oper- 
ated without consulting Moscow. 

In the yean since, toe Soviets 
have taken a friendlier stand on 
Israel and put some distance be- 
tween themselves and “radical” 
Arab governments. 

Secretary of state James Baker, 
testifying Thursday before tire 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, said tire Soviets had helped 
in the international campaign to 
liberate Kuwait from Iraq and “it 
is our intention to have tire 
Soviets involved in the Middle 
East.” 

“The old policy was wrong, 
and we changed h,” be sakL 


It is a historic turnabout, but 
only one of many emerging from 
the Gulf war. For instance: 

Syria, still on the State Depart- 
ment roster of nations that spon- 
sor terrorism, is fighting along- 
side toe United States against 
Iraq. 

President George Bush, having 
met with Syria’s Assad in Geneva 
in November,' telephoned him 
Wednesday night to talk about 
toe progress of toe war. And 
Baker has made two trips to 
Damascus to court toe Syrian 
leader. 

A Syrian-based group, the 
Popular Front for the liberation 
of Palestine-General Command, 
is the leading suspect in the 
bombing of a Pan American jet 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, in 1988 
in which 70 people died. 

Bat Syria no longer is being 
treated as an outcast. 

Jordan, on toe other hand, has 
abandoned itsties with the Un- 
ited States to line up -with Iraq. 


King Hussein, long courted 
and financed by the United 
States, delivered a blistering 
attack Wednesday on toe allied 
war effort. It is directed, he said, 
“against all Arabs and all Mus- 
lims and not against Iraq alone.” 

Sympathy for tire king’s war- 
ravaged econ o my and his proxim- 
ity to Iraq finally gave out Bush 
said the Jordanians “made a mis- 
take to align themselves so close- 
ly to (Iraqi leader) Saddam Hus- 
sein against the rest of toe 
world.” Late Thursday the 
A dminis tration said it was re- 
viewing U.S. aid to Jordan, which 
runs about $102 million a year. 

Iran, on tire other hand, drew 
praise Thmsday from Baker even 
though tire United States is still 
routinely denounced in Tehran as 
tire great satan and diplomatic 
relations have been suspended 
since tire U.S. embassy was sack- 
ed and its occupants taken hos- 
tage in 1979. 

Baker called Iran’s efforts to 



mediate the Gulf war “credible,” 
and he said tire ^dmiriistTati nn 
was wining to hold talks with 
banian leaders — provided they 
renounced terrorism and 
arranged the release of American 
hostages held by pro-Iranian ter- 
rorists in Lebanon. 

The secretary also proposed a 
new post-war Middle East bank 
for reconstruction and develop- 
ment and other measures to ex- 
pand free trade and investment in 
the region. 

With the world spinning so 
crazily, ttw administration's offer 
to help rebuild Iraq hardly seems 
odd at all — particularly since it’s 
coupled with a not-so-subtle hint 
to toe Iraqi military to depose 
Saddam. 

l ilff- Bush earlier in toe week. 
Baker slopped short of calling for 
the ov er t hro w of the Iraqi leader. 
Bat there was no mistaking that 
was the U.S. hope when be de- 
clared jrftcrqntlining a generous 

rehaltigfptiqn pr o gramm e: “we 

really ! mean it when we say our 
qoarr^'gf nett with the Iraqi peo- 
ple." 

Bush, at a news conference 
Tuesday, insisted that tire United 
States had not added the over- 
throw of Saddam to its war objec- 
tive. And yet, he said: “now, 
would X weep? Would I mourn if 
somehow Saddam Hussein did 
not remain as head of bis coun- 
try? ... There will be no sorrow if 
Ire is not there.” 


Baker, less dramatically 
perhaps, assured Sen. Richard G. 
Lugar, R-Ind, that “we are not at 
toe point of talking about enlarg- 
ing oar war aims and goals.” 
And yet, having proffered a 
generous U.S. assistance prog- 
ramme for postwar Iraq, Baker 
said with lawyerly understate? 
meat: “there is no suggestion on 
oar part that the reconstruction 
of Iraq could proceed if the cur- 
rent leadership in Iraq remains in 
power to toe same extent and 
degree it might otherwise.” 


Not too late for New Delhi 


By P.V. Vmkanand 


ONE OF the greatest shocks 
that jolted not only the Arab 
World but the Third World at 
large in the wake of the Gulf war 
was reports- that India was 
granting refuelling facilities to 
American militar y transport 
planes plying between the U.S. 
bases in the Philippines and the 
Gulf. 


It is simply not true, many 
argued. How is it possible that 
India, the champion of the Non- 
Aligned Movement and tire so- 
called superpower of the oppres- 
sed of the world, could do such a 
tiring? many others asked. 


If a blow comes from a known 
enemy it is not' shocking, since it 
is expected. But when it comes 
from a friend then the anger and 
shock is more bitter, particularly 
when that friend was supposed 
to help ward off the blow from an 
enemy. That is precisely the 
situation that faced everyone. 

Well, it was soon established 
that tire reports were true. But 
that did not answer anything. 
Many in the Arab World, or at 
-least those who see toe Gulf war 
as a conflict between tire oppres- 
sed and oppressor, of imperial- 
ists and anti-imperialists, of tire 
rich and poor, of the Western 


tion and the Third World yearn- 
ing for freedom, dig ni t y and 
honour, are stiff baffled and 
pained. 


As the Gulf crisis unfolded, 
only to mushroom into toe ex- 
plosion of war on Jan. 17, India 
was seen to have adopted one of 
the noblest positions. Only a day 
before the first report of Amer- 
ican planes being refuelled at 
Bombay surfaced in the Indian 
press, the Arab masses got a 
morale boost from toe vivid 
scenes of pro-Iraqi demonstra- 
tions in tire Indian ca pital 

The message that they got was 
simple: Here axe 850 mini on or 
so people who really understand 
the issues involved in toe Gulf 
conflict and have the guts to 
stand op and say so. It is only 
natural, many concluded, from 
toe land of Gandhi and Nehru 
that a strong mesrage h as come 
to the Western powers that 
enough is enough and it would 
not be a party to tile elimina tion 
of a country which openly defied 
imperialism and reasserted the 
long su ppr e sse d will of the peo- 
ple in tire Arab World to get rid 
of their colonialist links and put 
their past masters in their plaire. 

Obviously, what was being 
overlooked in the bargain was . 
toe reality that the leaders at the 
helm in India today were not 
necessarily of tire same mould 
which produced Gandhi and 
Nehro. 

There are several explanations 
to tire strange, shocking phe- 
nomenon that a country Hke 
India, which itself was forcefully 


fed the bitter cop of colonialism 
for centuries, has, albeit in- 
directly, contributed to the 
American-led campaign against 
an Arab country with which it 
enjoyed very strong relations. 

The most credible explanation 
remains that tire throe-month- 
old government of Chandra 
Shekhar does not know its head 
from its toe. For Mr. Shekhar 
and tire hamdful of his party 
colleagues m the Indian parlia- 
ment, who were suddenly ele- 
vated to the status of the “rufing 
party” by a fluke, it might 
perhaps been only obliging a 
“friendly” United States. 
Obviously, they did not bother 
to look any farther than then- 
noses, tire same noses that would 
never retain their present shape 
if something is not done ur ge n tly 
in New Delhi to change the 
situation and reaffirm India's 
role as care of the leaders of tire 
op p ressed. 

No one expected India to send 
its a rmy to defend the Iraqis. 
The Iraqis do not need them. 
But to extend help to tire forces 
that are systematically wrecking 
a friendly country? NO sir, it 
washes no water even if tire 
argument is that it was only 
mflftary t rans p ort planes that 
were being Mfeeflod and no 
fighter planes landed in Indian 
territory on their way to hammer 

Iraq with high-tech weapons. 

Some suggest that India was 


only living up to its part of tire 
bargain enshrined in a treaty 
with the United States under 
which Indian m ili t ar y transport 
planes could be refuelled in 
American territory in reciproca- 
tion. But, for that to happen, 
India may have to launch an 
invasion of one of the Tjitm 
American countries (perhaps 
even North American Canada, 
may be?). 

Some argue that certain fun- 
damentalist religions elements in 
India are not exactly the best of 
friends with the Arabs and these 
forces could have been behind 
the entire “plot” or “conspira- 
cy.” But then, since when any 
Indian government, minority or 
majority, can Boat around with 
the country’s foreign policy, set 
by its founding forces several 
decades ago and which steered 
toe nation to the forefront of 
Third World leaders? 

What is s n i p ri s ing still is the 
poshicii of today’s “kingmaker” 
in India: Rajiv Gandhi and his 

Congress (I) Party to whose sup- 
port Mr. Shekhar owes his exist- 
ence as prime minister. Having 
criticised the government for 
what is perceived as a tilt to- 
wards- the anti-Iraq coalition, 

Congress (I) appears to be doing 
very little in a situation where it 
could do a lot to pet things righ t 

Yea, damage has been done to 

tire Indian image. But it is not 
too late to repair 


’The role of the media 
in a free world’ 


The following letter ' was addressed to the foreign joamaSsts m 
Jordan. A copy made available to the Jordan Times. 


•‘fee 





The Gulf war has been raging violently for the past two weeks and 
yet censorship : still obstructs and veils tire bitter reality of this war. 
Reports on innocent civilian casnalties and suffering are mufllwL It 
is your responsibility as news reporters, simply to unveO the troth. 

It is tire essence of your profession's obligation to be sceptical and 
not be misled by generals and politicians, particularly so when tire 
stakes are inwmm fives and grave matters like war and peree.-jJ 

As the first days of the Golf war indicated, generals have ptfgg] 
rosy cast on fighting. A cast that we, the ordinary people of 
world, are becoming more suspicious of. How about you? If f 
went along w ith generals and politicians, you would faff victim 
mismfonnation. Today, you have a chance to display integrity 
humane attitude- and standnp and be counted for. 

The ‘American people and Europeans cannot come to our 
to witness tire suffering of children and listen to the grief oft 
cmfians. You can bring to the world attention the ugly reality of 
tins war. Many Americans, Arabs and others have already spoken 
out in concern for their children. Would you wake up to the bitter 
h a rve st only when tire ugly se&ties of deadr start flowingto 
America? Would you wake up only When you S&eheaps'of chfldrea 
and civilian bodies perishing under. rubble? unfortunate- 
ly, be too late then when an irreparable has already been 

done to aff. Certainly we do not want another documentary in tan 
years time showing now “the West failed to meet the East” another 
time. 

As Jor dania n mothers, we do believe that news r eporters are 
credible messengers able to check a ca tas t r o p he occurring on a 
larger scale. Attempts to withhold bad news, or put a false shine on 
it certainly dmriirish your credibility and ultimately yon fMwxwnf 
pawns for military generals and ntisgnided politicians. We believe 
that you can serve humanity well by joining tire people of peace in 
fighting all attitudes of war. Your c on t ri b uti on towards stopping 
war machines via honest reporting and activating world consdcDce 
x a nnsaon so many of us in tins wretched planet uphold and 
.honour. 


Jordanian Mothers 
P.O. Boot. 8431 


Do yourself a favour 


I find it very hard to understand why people across Jordan keep 
analyang and trying to understand why toe West act with Arab 
issues on tire basis of double standards. 

Arabs must realise that the West has no eternal enemies, tire 
West has no eternal friends, the West does not care about justice 
towards Arabs, the West does not give two boots about aff Arabs 
and what Arabs may feel at any given time. 

The Arabs have made the West like this because if one wants 
respect one must earn it through self-respect. The West now 
respects Saddam many times over Mubarak or Fahd. 

Haying^ that there is one thing that should be kept in mind at 
ail tones, the West docs have eternal interests and only this is what 
m a tte rs. 

^S° do yoorsdf a favour and stop trying to understand the logic of 


WjUBi Murad 


No mercy 


To the Editor; 
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U.S official presses campaign 
against Washington’s policy 
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By P.V. Vhebmud 

Jordan Tin les Staff reporter' 

IT IS RARE that one comes 
across people who are wining to 
risk the security' of a well-paid, 
respected job with the American 
establishment to take up what » 
easily described these days as a 
lost came — that of trying to 
reverse the wfa»THTfft'ra*fon course 
in the Gulf war. Dr. Anthony 
■Lawrence is cme of them. He has 
not only taken up the cause but 
also laid his job at the Treasury 
Department on the tine to fight 
fnrwhathe believes in: That the 
U-S. is waging a war in a place 
where it has no place to be and 
□sing force to acquire economic 
and political g*tn 

“I scat my two sons to the U.S. 
military to serve and defend the 
country, not to be turned into 
pawns in a war which is not 
ours,” says Dr. Lawrence, who 
spent over a month in Iraq during 

the nm-up to and after the break- 
out of the war between the 
American-led allied forces and 
Iraq. 

Dr. Lawrence has no doubt 
whatsoever that the prime objec- 
tives of tbe U.S. administration 
are not only to do away with an 
Arab country which posed a se- 
rious challe nge to American 
objectives and economic interests 
in the oil-rich Middle East but 


also to assume de facto control of 
the region's bfl resources in a 
manner which will boost 
Washington's hp w l in 
with a new united Europe and 


“Tbe war-b- irrational, unnec- 
essary and detrimental to the 
long-term interests of dm United 
States in the Middle East,” he 
said. 

The 44-year-old expert in inter- 
national energy economy says his 
opposition to the Bush adminis- 
tration’s policy js two-pronged: 
On the one hand, he rejects the 
use of military meaiy to serve 
economic and political objectives 
and on the other he questions 
why “young Americans should 
sacrifice their fives for a cause 
which is not Americans.” 

Dr. Lawrence believes that the 
Gulf crisis should have been left 
to the Arab Would to resolve. 
“Essentially, it was an Arab- 
problem and remains to be one, 
and the U.S. had not business to 
enter the conflict,” be said. 

' How does he view the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait and Bagh- 
dad’s proclamation of the emirate 
as the 19th province of Iraq? 

“Let me put it this way,” he 
said. “Kuwait was a creation of 
the British colonial power in 1989 
in a bid to Mock the advance of 
Kaiser and stop Germany from 
extending the (planed) Beriin- 


Ba g h d ad railroad to the Gulf. It 
would have been much better if 
the colonial power returned the 
area to Iraq in 1961.” 

Dr. Lawrence Hi ghlighted that 
Iraq is one of the few Arab states, 
perhaps the only one in the Gulf, 
to have utilised its resources for 
national economic growth. 
“Iraq’s 03 revenues were chan- 
nelled into within the country 
while the income of other od- 
prod neing count ries in the region 
was tr an sferr e d to Western mar- 
kets where it created econo m ic 
disorder through speculation and 
misguided investments,” he said. 

‘The U.S. and its allies have 
completely ignored the fact that 
they now destroying the econo- 
mic infrastructure of a country, 
which has a proven record of 
using its resources for its own 
good,” be said. 

Dr. Lawrence’s two adopted 
sons — cme black and other white 
— are part of the 500,000-strong 
American contingent arrayed 
against Iraq. The first, PFc 
Charles R. Lawrence, 23, is 
already somewhere in the war 
theatre and other. Marine Lance 
Corporal Mark Lawrenoe, 22, is 
awaiting moving orders for his 
amphibious assault force based in 
Japan. 

“I do not think they would turn 
conscientious objectors, if only 
became it is meaningless to do so 


on the warfront,” Dr. Lawrence 
said. “At least five American 
soldiers who objected to being 
redeployed in the Gulf were 
taken to the warfront in mena- 
des,” he said. 

Ehit Dr. Lawrence plans to 
{ness his campaign to mobilise 
American public opinion against 
the war through setting up a 
peace camp near the White 
House or Capitol Hill. He ex- 
pects the camp to have around, 
1,000 people at any given time 
until toe administration reverses 
its “policy of war” in tbe Gulf. 

“We have very good indica- 
tions from various parts of toe 
United States that the idea of a 
peace esmp has very good sup- 
port,” he said. “Til get to work as 
soon as I get home.” 

One of Dr. Lawrence’s strategy 
is an appeal to parents of all 
American soldiers in the Gulf to 
call on the administration to de- 
mand toe withdrawal of U.S. 
forces in the Gulf. 

But a fight for an end to Amer- 
ican involvement in the Gulf war 
is not the only straggle that awaits 
Dr. Lawrence, hi theory, be is on 
leave without pay from the Treas- 
ury De part ment and may fail 
himself deprived of a job when he 
returns home. 

“I am going to give them a 
fighL” he said. “If they fire me, 
then I am going to take toe 



Dr. Anthony Lawrence 

administration to court on two 
counts: First they are denying me 
my freedom of expression as 
granted to every American 
citizen and persecuting me for 
exercising this freedom,” he said, 
“Second, they are also denying 
me tbe freedom of religious ex- 
pression. I am a methodist and 
my church, a member of toe 
National Council of Churches of 
the U.S., has called for tbe un- 
conditional withdrawal of Amer- 
ican forces from toe Gulf. I am 
only adhering to the position of 
my church since I am calling 
exactly for what my church is 
calling for. 

“Thus, if they dismiss me then 
they will be punishing me for 
following the church; my coun- 
try’s constitution gives me toe 
right to express tbe views of my 
church and this is a violation of 
my con s tit u tional right.” 


Jordan 

(Coutfamed from page 1) 

Jordan, which tools a men; 555‘mfl- 
-fioo for 1991. 

The U-S. has not provided extra 
rid to Iordan to cover the country's 
Jones due to the cut jp trade folks 
wtih Iraq and Kuwait brought by the 
U.N. -imposed emb ar go on Iraq. 

U.S. Secretary of State James Bak- 
er sakl in a cuogrearional testimony 
dm week that tbe U-S- intended to 
keep fines of commumcatious with 
Jordan open. 

in hw «h» twwwii « F rid ay, Mr. Rtz- 
water accused Jocdaa of afafing a bid 
by Baghdad to inflame Arab ophriori 
against toe United States. 

“It is dear (Jordan) has taken up 
their cause,” he told reporter s . 

Mr. Httwila 'i r emark s c u t iln u Ued 
sharply with the initial r est r a in e d 
reaction of President Bush. 

Mr. Fitzwater went out of his way 
• to (hut reia- 

g ated that the United Stales re- 
garded Jordan as Iraq’s ally deqrite its 
profes s ed neutrality. 

He said Iraq was wring “any pretext 
and any means to try to split” the 

» Pinna arrayed i pnat 

it and “aBenate the Arab, Wodd 
against the United States." 

Jordan “certainly was playing a 
rote in that effort,” Mr. Fitzwater 
said. 

Jordanians reacted angrily to 
Wa shin gton's ann o unc e m ent that it 
was reviewing aid to the Kingdom. 
One deputy sad it brought relations 
towards “fleering point.” 

“I think we've been subjecte d to 
strangulation." said deputy Abdul 
Karan Kabariti, a former cabinet 
min iste r . “IE relations are said to be 
cfaxffiug then if* fair to say they are 
beading towards the freezing point,” 
be- told Reuters. 

Finance Minister Basil Jardaneh 
said it was unclear whether Washing- 
ton was OOPSklering suspending, cut- 
ting or cancelling aid but 

called the review unjusti fied. 

“The ■ te tem w it that was said by 
EEs Majesty haficates tint Jordan is 
not a part of the conflict, which is 
what we’ve said aD along,” he toW 
Reuters. 

Some 7,000 people, waving pro- 


Iraqi barmen and a model of a Scud 
miaiiia , gathered in central Amman 
after Friday prayers to condemn the 
affies lor their bowbing of Iraq. 

They called tor jihad (holy war) 
and asked the gove r nme n t to arm 
diem *n»l let ftww fi ght alnmgqtte 
fcaq. 

Police, many in riot gear, stood by 
but the crowd dispersed peacefully. 

“The Americans keep saying they 
understand die pnwtinn Jordan is in. 
Then they should know that this area 
is filled with anger," Mr. Kabariti 


Washington 

(Continued from page 1) 

Democrat on the Home Fore- 
ign Affair s Committee, said the 
Congress has the right to be 
“frustrated” with the speech 
because, he said, “Eng Hus- 
sein should know better.” He 
suggested^ that ratoex L than ’ 
‘ trying -to ■caW pro-Iraqi and • 
. . anti^^^fecfyigs, v jn Jordan, \ 
the King was “frying to fuel 
them.” Mr. Torricelli con- 
tended toe position articulated 
in Wednesday’s speech would 
“iB-seive” Jordan and its lead- 
ership. 

Some Washington academics 
also show understanding for the 
public position adopted by Jor- 
dan. Georgetown University 
Professor Michael Hudson said 
tbe problem, from the point of 
view of inhabitants of the area, 
occurred when U.S. and other 
European troops came to toe 
region. “Tire extent of the war 
has shocked everyone,” Mr. 
Hudson said. “It is important to 
realise that be (King Hussein) 
(fid criticise the invasion,” he 
added. 

Another professor of Middle 
East and Arab affairs, Peter 
Gubser, said Eng Hussein was 
speaking as an Arab king to an 
Arab nation, and “feds strong- 
ly for a brother Arab state.” Ife 
mM the political reforms and 
democratic experiment witnes- 
sed in Jordan had not been 
given proper credit. “We (in 


toe U.S.) promote democracy 
abroad but do not Hke what it 
says.” 

Syrian oil 

(Continued from page 1) 

According to war refugees, 
die aerial bombardment is 
continuing «nd has damaged 
several stretches on the high- 
way, but toe road is still 
negotiable to a large extent. 

Meanwhile, Jordan is going 
ahead with plans to purchase a 
ship to facilitate its imports of 
03. The $7.5 milli on, 10G,OGO- 
toime ship is expected to dock 
at .Aqaba by toe mid of die 


“Since it will be our own 
ship, we will not have to pay 
toe high war-risk jiwnrance 
that is being levied, on vessels 
caffing at Aqaba,” said one of 
- the officials. *ftjjeould also 
sehfe as a sforage v&sel if the 
-‘'need arises,” hie noted. 

. But toe main problem tint 
confronts Jordan is bow to pay 
in cash far the o3 purchases 
without drawing from its fore- 
ign exchange reserves. Any 
heavy drawing from tbe esti- 
mated $600 million reserves 
would have chain reactions on 
the economy in terms of the 
value of toe dinar, economists 
noted. 

Furthermore, the Kingdom 
also needs hard currency in 
foreign exchange to pay for its 
imports of foodstuff as well as 
material for essential indus- 
tries. A part of the require- 
ment has been taken care of 
with grants and loans from 
Germany and Japan as well as 
other countries. In addition, 
Jordan also needs to service its 
foreign debts and concu r re n t 
with outstanding payments 
due in 1990 before it can se- 
cure World Bank and Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
green signal to resume nego- 
tiations on rescheduling fore- 
ign debt repayments due in 
1991 and 1992. 


‘Infiltrators’ 

(Continued from page 1) 

around 7 a.m. (0500 GMT) near 
Beer Mennhah, about three 
kakxnefres from the demarcation 
fine border and 140 kilometres 
south of Jerusalem on the mam 
highway to the Red Sea through 
the desert. 

Hawkish new minister without 
portfolio, Rebavaro Zeevi, 
“warned” Jordan not to attempt 
to Mock any Israeli strike against 
Iraq. 

Jordan has vowed to Mock any 
Israeli attempt to cross its airs- 
pace to retaliate for Iraqi missiles 
fired at the Jewish state since die 
start of the Gulf war Jan. 17. 

“I believe Jordanians would 
understand that if Israel derided 
to exercise its right (to retaliate) 
they should at by quietly,” Zeevi 
.said. -■ - i 

“If they don’t at quietly we will 
-have to take care of them and 
then they will taste the flavour of 
the armed forces,” said Zeevi, 
who wants the occupied territor- 
ies cleared of all Palestinians. 

U.N. 

(Continued from page 1) 
his report was broadcast on Jan. 
23. 

Military briefers, responding to 
Arnett’s repot, insisted the plant 
produced biological weapons, 
with Gen. Powell saying, “it was 
a biological weapons facility, of 
this we are sure.” 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar has de- 
nied complaining about the Un- 
ited States during last-ditch peace 
talks with Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

In an interview published Fri- 
day in the French daily Le 
Monde, Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
said he told President ffeddatn in 
Baghdad last month he disagreed 
with a U.S. derision to ban Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz’s plane 
from landing in New York. 

-“I (fid not complain about the 
role of the United States in the 


Security Council, but I said quite 
dearly to Saddam Hussein that I 
(fid not agree with the American 
ban on Tareq Aziz’s plane land- 
ing in New York,” he said. 

Iraqi sources at the United 
Nations have hinted to reporters 
at publication of the transcript 
could prove embarrassing to the 
secretary general, with whom 
fraghHad has been feuding over 
his role in toe Golf crisis face page 
2 ). 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar met Pres- 
ident Saddam in tbe Iraqi capital 
Jan. 13 to fry to persuade him to 
withdraw from Kuwait, two days 
before the expiration of a Secur- 
ity Council deadline authorising 
the use of force to eject him. 

Tm a very easy target for 
Baghdad,” he told toe newspap- 
er. 

:: Post-war 

(Continued from page 1) 
programm es against illegal drug traf- 
fic and joint strategies for fighting 
“terro ris m," Bfld said. 

“For that, I would be wiling to 
return parts of tbe (occupied territor- 
ies)," Bfld quoted Mr. Petes as 
saying. 

When asked if Israel would be 
wining to hold talks with the PLO, 
Mr. Peres reportedly replied: “No, 
with the representatives of the resi- 
dents of tbe (territories). We will not 
talk with anyone that shoots at us.” 

However, Mr. Peres said he ex- 
pects the PLO will not be tbe same 
after the Gulf war ends, B3d said. 

“After this war the PLO will be 
diff ere n t. I hope that the PLO does 
not hinde r a peace dialogue,” the 
newspaper quoted Mr. Peres as 
saying. It did not elaborate. 

Mr. Peres was also quoted as saying 
that Israel up bo 1 nriHicBi 

resettle!* in the country in coming 
yeais. 

“Among them are many engineers 
and doctors. Israel could, for exam- 
ple, become a medical centre for this 
region." Biki quoted Mr. Feres as 
saying. 

Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy wifi meet with Secretary Baker 
in Washington thfc month to d 
ways of starting Arab-bradi peace 
talks once the Gulf war is over, an, 
Israeli official said Friday. 


Gulf war strikes blow at NATO 
at critical point in its history 


By Nicholas Doughty 

Renter 

BRUSSELS — The Gulf war has 
sown discontent and division with- 
in NATO at a time when tbe 
Western alliance most needs unity 
to preserve its future in tbe post- 
cold war era. 

Analysts and diplomats say 
creating an effective European de- 
fence identity within the alliance, 
in a more equal partnership with 
the United State, had been one of 
the chief aim* in far-reaching 
NATO reforms planned for this 
year. 

But controversy and iecramna- 
tioos over the Gulf war role of 
some European allies, especially 
Germany, have seriously damaged 

that ambition and strained the 
trans- Atlantic relations' at toe 
heart of NATO. 

Despite public protestations 
that die rows are now over and 
everyone is reconciled for the sake 
of solidarity in wartime, NATO 
officials say the damage has 
already been done. 

“Hmre’s a lot of cynicism here, 
a lot of bitterness about how little 
some of the Europeans have done, 
how half-hearted they have 
been,” said one NATO diplomat 
from A European country. 

“But a lot of Europeans also 
resent the American attitude. I 
don’t think we yet realise the 
political b31 that NATO will have 
to pay as a result of the Gulf war.” 

Of NATO's 16 members, only 
Britain, France and Italy have 
ground or air forces fi g htin g in the 

Gulf in sup p ort of toe United 
States, which has asked its allies 
repeatedly for more transport, 
troops and cash. 

Simon I - min , deputy secretary- 
general of the North Atlantic 
Assembly which groups parlia- 
mentarians from NATO mem- 
bers, said plans for Europe to take 


greater defence responsibilities 
had been unrealistic. 

“Tbe Guff has made people see 
how much ef what we reafly said 
was the rhetoric of hope, rather 
than solid expectation,” he said. - 

Countries Hke Germany and 
Belgium, criticised for their level 
erf support in Gulf operations, 
have tried recently to dispel im- 
pressions of half-heartedness by 
prom isin g more money or equip- 
ment to allies involved in the 

But there are many in NATO 
who feel this has come too late. 
“The way these countries behaved 
initially will wit be forgotten, par- 
ticularly if the Gulf war brings 
large casualties and lasts a long 
time," said another senior NATO 

diplomat 

Francois Heisbourg, director of 
the London-based International 
Institute for Strategic Studies, said 
recently there was a danger that 
Atlantic and European solidarity 
“may be buried .in tbe sands of 
Arabia.” 

The Hnaathm NATO alliance is 
not directly involved in tbe Gulf 
war, since the region is outside its 
theatre of operations. 

But even NATO Secretary- 
General Manfred Woerner is 
dearly wonted by die arguments 
about war efforts. 

“The Gulf csriss has highlighted 
how modest the European con- 
tribution has been ... how great 
die difference of view,” be said in 
a speech last month. 

A former West German defence 
minister, Woerner was so upset by 
Germany’s attitude that he has 
travelled to Bonn several times 
recently for talks, including a pri- 
vate meeting with Foreign Minis- 
ter Hans-Dietrich Genscher, 
NATO sources said. 

What particularly upset Woer- 
ner and many others, the sources 
added, was that German leaders 


appeared initially reluctant to 
guarantee the security of Turkey, 
the only «nianr»» member border- 
ing on Iraq. 

Collective security is tbe bed- 
rock of NATO policy and that 
perceived reluctance led Turkish 
President Turgot Ozal to criticise 
Germany as an unreliable ally. 

It was a bitter irony for NATO, 
since Germany had been the main 
focus of the alliance’s defence 
efforts during more than four de- 
cades of cold war. 

These problems have simply 
added to NATO's burden as it 
tries to prove it still has a major 
political role to play on toe world 


Woerner has promised that A 
FSresh strategy for a “new look” 
NATO will be ready by the sum- 
mer. 

Part of this has been an attempt 
to create a stronger European 
defence identity, because U.S. 
troops numbers on the continent 
will fall sharply now toe cold war 
is over. 

The United States, which com- 
plained repeatedly about 
“burden- sharing” and the Euro- 
pean defence contribution during 
the years of East-West confronta- 
tion, wants tins plan to succeed — 
provided Washington can keep a 
kadiafl role in NATO. 

But many affiance diplomats 
now believe that U.S. public opin- 
ion and Congress trill increase 
pressure fix' bigger military with- 
drawals from Europe than origi- 
nally foreseen, goven the prblems 

with European support in the 
Gaff. 

A NATO diplomat said: “since 
the trans-Atlantic relationship is 
the one thing that makes NATO 
unique, any significan t weakening 
of the U.S. commitment to 
Europe could be very bad news 
for us.” 


Bridge 


(Continued from page 1) 
saying that another 102 civilians were 
injured when the bombers destroyed 
the A1 Naar bridge on Monday. 

The report quoted Dr. Faioon as 
saying on Thursday that four bombs 
hit the 548-metre bridge. 

It quoted Dr. Faioon as saying he 
was standing with his son less than 1 
kilometre , from the bridge when 
, “suddenly,! saw it hit fay multiple 
,'jcxplpfflons." ' ' ' 

Dr. Faroon said at least 400 people 
were on' thi bridge at' the time and 
that he believed the casualty cofi 
would rise because many bodies were 
carried away by the River E up hr ate s. 

Another man, former soldier 
Mohammad Khadem, was quoted as 
saying tbe bridge was abnormally 
crowded because a footbridge pre- 
viously used by pedestrians was des- 
troyed in an earlier raid. 

Iraq said meanwhile it shot down 
three alfied planes in 192 allied air 
raids on its territory, indenting re- 
sidential areas, and vowed to “crash 
die heads of die aggressors.” 

Iraq's military communique 41 on 
the Gulf war, broadcast on Baghdad 
Radio, said its air defences downed 
tbe planes on Thursday night and 
Friday. 

The ■ ■ wn.if.iiqng promised Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein and the Iraqi 
people that the armed forces would 
“crush the beads of die aggressors.” 

Battier a military spokesman said 
Iraqi air defences shot down one 
plane daring 138 allied air raids 
Thursday night. 

“A tt a c ks on residential targets in 
our country and other sectors... will 
not pass without punishment," Bagh- 
dad Radio quoted the spok e sman as 
saying. 

The latest communique brought to 
305 the number of planes or mhmitea 
Iraq says it has shot down since the 


Gtdf war began on Jan. 17. The aHies 
say they have lost 31 aircraft, 22 of 
them U.S. planes. 

The Iranian news agency IRNA, 
which has been r ep ort in g almost dafly 
affied air strikes near its borders with 
Iraq, said on Friday that Basra, Iraq's 
second hugest city, had been bombed 
agam- 

In a report from die southwestern 
Iranian city of Khornunshahr, it said 
die planes abo ponded targets in 
Abnl Khasib Fao, Znbayt. Nasaiyah 
and other puts of southern- Iraq- on 
Thursday night. ' -- ; 

. “The sounds of at least 20 huge 
explosions believed to be caused by 
air and nmole nWwjr w giimf t Iraq 
were beard here and in Abadan. 
Buildings here were shaken as a result 
ef the explosions," IRNA said. 

Iraq fired a long-range Scad missile 
at the Saudi capital "early Friday but 
the projectile was destroyed by Pat- 
riot defence nriasOes in a’ flash over 
the city. 

It was by unofficial count the 18th 
Scad fired at Riyadh and the 29th at 
Sandi Arabia since the war began. AH 
have been intercepted by the Patriot 
defence missiles, bat fallin g debris 
killed one person and injured about 
50. 

In other developments: 

— Britain said that the allies bad 
knocked out 15 to 20 per cent of 
Iraq's fighting capability. 

Defence Secret a ry Ton King also 
made dear that tbe allies would wait 
until about half of Iraq’s forces bad 
been knocked out before launching a 
ground offensive. 

Mr. King said the allies had carried 
out a broad assessment of the damage 
rirw- (0 Iiaq'8 fawlm, a rtiller y twit 

armoured personnel carriers. “That 
overall has been reduced by some- 
where between 15 and 20 per cent,” 
he told a news conference. 

The commander of U.S. forces in 
the Gulf war said he thinks it is stffi 
too cady to tell whether a ground war 


'is needed and it would be dumb to 
“go into the teeth of the enemy.” 

Asked if an air war alone could 
drive Iraq out Kuwait, General Nor- 
man S ch w ar zkopf said, “I don't 
know. I think it’s still too early to teQ. 
I think (we've) got to wait and see.” 
Gen. Schwarzkopf was interviewed in 
Saudi Arabia by the U.S. television 
network ABC-TV. 

— Japan denied Friday a report 
that Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu 
had offered Iraq S5 billion to per- 
&adc it to withdraw from Kuwait. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Taizo 
Watanabe drammed tbe report in the 
l&Bst issue of the Spectator,' a British 
weekly magazin e. 

“It’s another ugly example of the 
preconceived idea about what Japan 
is tike and a kind of bias against the 
position of the Japanese govern- 
ment,” said Mr. Watanabe. 

— Iraq dosed its consulate in 
Pakistan's southern port dty of 
Karachi Friday saying it had no 
money to keep it open. 

Abdul Reiman, Iraq’s vice-consul, 
told a news conference the 25 Iraqis 
employed at the consulate will return 
to Rn ghrfavd via Amman, on the first 
available commercial flight The 
consul-general left earlier in the 
week. 

Cheney 

(Coatraned from page 1) 

of the situation which dearly 
would continue the air campaign 
and add to that other capabili- 
ties." 

While meeting over the 
weekend with top U.S. military 
commanders and Saudi officials, 
Mr. Cheney and Gen. Powell will 
address timing of use of ground 
force, the Defence Secretary 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
hi Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 

Ahliyyah Girts School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnigbt 

TmL 63$9$S 




STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
2 Hour Servids 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO photo 
30 % larger 


* From mnlmrgm- 

20 x 30 cm 


Shine isani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments| 
are available for rent andf 
sale - furnished or unfur-) 
nished. 

l|" Also many lots of land are] 
available for sale. 

For further details, please! 
call 

iAbdonn Real 
Estate 

|TeL 810605, 010609, 

Fax: 810520. 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


00A0Q 


Saudi Real Estate 

687821/22 


Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

^Italian shoes. leather goods, 
perfumes, Hghters. watches, 
pens.sHverware, porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg- 
Tel. 669 457 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Caigo 
take care of the works. 

Door to Door. 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 


F^£XiNC ■ Restaur ant 


authentic/ 

CHINESE I 

CUISINE 



elegant 
colorful mmospnere 

■ •mdenuc prices 
shernisani_icl ;660150 
(closed on mondays.1 


/ CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30- Midnight / 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

HilTHySIMT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
' available 

Open Daily 12.30-&30pm 

7.30 -H .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 6 59519 659520 


77*? Regency Fiilaee Hotel 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-1 


IIAirOTEL 
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Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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McEnra® wins, Gomez bows out 
of San 'Francisco tournament 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP)— John 
McEnroe is satisfied with his 
latest win in the Volvo-San Fran- 
cisco Te nnis Tournament, even if 
he did serve 12 donble faults. 

“That's more than I'd like,” 
McEnroe said after Thursday 
night's win over Australian Marie 
Kratzman. “But then Fve been 
struggling with my game for 
several years.” 

The fourth-seeded McEnroe 
advanced to the quarterfinals af- 
ter coming from behind in a 
second-set tiebreaker to squeeze 
by Kratzman 6-4, 7-6. Tie 24 
year old Kratzman ranks 83rd in 
the world. The 31-year-old 
McEnroe is 15th. 

David Pate also gained the 


quarterfinals by upsetting second- 
seeded Andres Gomez of Ecuad- 
or 1-6, 6-1, 6-2. Gomez ranks 
sixth in tl world; Pate, the 
recent Australian Open doubfes 
champion with Scott Davis, ranks 
97th. 

McEnroe won the UxSl set 
when Kratzman made two 
doubie -faults and a costly fore- 
hand error when serving at 4-5. 

Then after trading breaks early 
in the second set, Kratzman got a 
4-2 lead in the tiebreaker. Again 
Kratzman was plagued by net and 
backcoirrt errors and McEnroe 
jumped to donble match point at 
6-4. At 6-5, McEnroe served, 
then hit a shoe-top level back- 
hand volley winner for the match. 


Kra tzman blamed lack of play 
for his lapses. 

“He pot a lot of pressure on me 
in the tiebreaker,” Kratzman 
said. "I probably missed the 
medium volleys X did because X 
haven't played a lot recently. But 
I was happy with my form.” 

“1 need to work on my concen- 
tration,” McEnroe said. "That 
was one thing that used to sepa- 
rate me from the rest of the 
players.” 

Pate said his victory was his 
best win since last summer. 

I Jed lucky to have won it,” 
Pate said. “The way he started off 
I could have been off the court in 
35 minutes. But he played a little 
loose (in the second set) and let 
me back in. If yon serve well, you 


ftiic 


can turn tilings around on 
court." 

A pair of Australian Davis 
Coppers, sixth-seeded Darren 
Cahill and no. 7 Wally Masur, 
also gained the quarterfinals. 

Cahill came from behind to 
edge 9Stb-ranked Guillaume 
Raoux erf Ranee 5-7, 6-4, 6-3. 
Masnr had an easier time with the 
smoothing-stroking Ramesh 
Krishnan of India, winning 6-3, 
6-3. 

“Tm not that disappoint e d," 
the 30-year old Gomez said- “I 
played solid but he came up with 
some good shots. Fm a little bit 
slow. I need to play a few more 
matches, especially indmxs. . 
Maybe I got a little tired.” * 


IOC issues invitations 
for ’92 Winter Olympics 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) 
— With one eye on the war in the 
Gulf and the other on the snowy 
skies overhead, the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) Fri- 
day invited athletes from 165 
nations to come to the French 
Alps in one year for the 1992 
winter games. 

Tbe IOC issued invitations to 
the Winter Olympics, to be based 
in Albertville, France, and held 
throughout the mountains and 
valleys of Savoy region. 

The winter games are sche- 
duled to start on Feb. 8, 1992. 

IOC President .S amaranch said 
foe Gulf war had cast a shadow 
over the world, but that it was 
important for sports to continue 
as part of the quest for peace. 

“There is a fight for peace. The 
Olympic Movement has to play 
its i ole in that fight,” be said. 

Samaranch signed the invita- 
tions to National Olympic Com- 
mittees of the IOC’s 165 member 
countries. They were then placed 
in three bright orange- an d-bule 
mail sacks and taken away by 
officials of the Swiss and United 
States postal services. 

The U.S. Postal Service, repre- 
sented at die ceremony by Depu- 
ty Director Richard Porras, is ah 
official sponsor of the Olympics 
as part of the IOC’s top program- 
me. Sn * 

Samaranch praised the woric of 
CO JO, the Albertville Organis- 
ing Committee, and particularly 
that of co-Presidents Jean-Claude 
Killy and Michel Banner, who 
flanked him on the dias at the 
IOC’s headquarters. 

Elly and Barnier, in turn, 
thanked the members of the orga- 
nising committee for their hard 


work and said that tbe countdown 
for die Albertville games war 
right on schedule. 

“Twelve months away, we 
think we have all things under, 
control, but we still have a lot of 
work to do,” said Elly, the for- 
mer Olympic ski champion. “We 
are where we want to be.” 

Friday's ceremony was delayed 
about 40 minutes while Killy and 
Banner battled through a heavy 
overnight mow that doubled their 
journey time from Chamberey, 
France, to Lausanne. They were 
cot complaining. 

“We love the snow,” Elly 
said. “We particularly do, given 
tbe lack of snow we had the last 
three years. Business in better 
and the mood is upbeat. 

National Olympic committees 
have until June 8 to respond to 
the invitations. At the last winter 
games, in 1988, 57 sent athletes. 

“The theatre for the games is in 
place.” Killy said at a pres confer- 
ence. 

A cost overran of 1.6 biffion 
francs (S320 million) has been die 
organising committee's biggest 
headache. 

There were also unexpected 
safety concerns over the bobsled 
and Inge course and the ski jump 
platforms. Pre-Olympic test com- 
petition on those sites had to be 
postponed. 

But Barnier, a politician who is 
president of the regional general 
council, said the problems Have 
been ironed out. , 

“We have nearly finished con- 
struction,” he said. “Be t we en 
now and March it will be com- 
pletely finished, so we have tbe 
opportunity to test die equipment 
as well as die organisation.'-' 


Holyfield-Foreman bout 
may be postponed to April 26 


ATLANTA (AP) — Donald 
Trump's money woes may force 
the heavyweight championship 
fight between George Foreman 
and Evander Hohrfield — sche- 
duled for April 19 in Atlantic City 
— to be shifted to Las Vegas a 
week later, one of the promoters 
said. 

Co-promoter Bob Arum of 
Top Rank Inc. made the com- 
ment following a news conference 
attended by both fight ere and the 
other promoter, Dan Duva of 
Main Events. He said it appears 
the fight will be held on April 26 


at Caesar* Palace. 

The promoters were guaran- 
teed Sll mi?K nn by Tramp " to 
bold the fight at his Trump Plaza 
in Atlantic CSty, but Arum said 
Trump told him Monday he 
would attempt to invoke a “war 
clause” in the contract and re- 
negotiate the fee to a reported 
$5-6 million. 

Arum said Trump’s proposed 
action came about because the 
entrepreneur apparently can’t 
make a S2j5-miD>OQ payment to 
the promoters that is due Satur- 
day. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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ON A WING AND A PRAYER 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
* Q J 3 2 
Q 10 7 4 2 
v Q 10 
*98 


WEST 

EAST 


* 9 7 

* K 10 8 4 

C K 6 

7 A 9 


O 97532 

0 8 4 


* Q J 10 2 

* K 7 6 5 3 

SOUTH 

* A 6 5 
'? J 8 S 3 

0 A K J 6 

* A 4 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

1 NT Pass 

2 « 

Pass 

2 V Pass 

3 

Pass 

4 ? Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: 

Queen of * 


fight. No matter how bleak pros- 
pects are, look for a bright spot. 

North's raise of the Stayman re- 
sponse was invitational. With all his 
points in primes and a ruffing value 
in clubs, South’s hand easily merit- 
ed continuing on to game. 

West's queen of dubs opening 
lead hit declarer's weak spot. With 
two sure losers in trumps, declarer 


had to hold his black-suit losers to 
one if he was going to get home. So 
declarer won the first trick in hand 
with the aoe and tried to take a dub 

discard on the third round of dia- 
monds. Unfortunately, East ruffed 
with Lhe nine, cashed the ace of 
hearts and exited with a dub, leav- 
ing declarer in a sore predicament. 

The defenders already had two 
tricks in the bag and the king of 
■ trumps was a sure loser. That meant 
declarer was not only going to need 
a winning spade finesse, but since he 
had at least three spades in each 
band, he would have to engineer an 
endpiay as well. 

Timing was important. South 
ruffed the club in dummy and ran 
the queen of spades, which held. 
Declarer came to hand with the ace 
of spades and then made the key 
play of cashing his remaining high 
diamond. Next, declarer threw West 
on lead with the master trump. 

The cards lay as declarer had 
hoped— West had started with a 
doubleton spade. That defender was 
forced to return a minor suit, which 
declarer ruffed in dummy while dis- 
carding the remaining spade losir 
from hand. Making four-odd. 


Fernandez wins largest 
prize in women’s tennis 


COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
Mazy Joe Fernandez wasn't tbe 
first choice and she at first didn’t 
want to come. But in the end, she 
was the winner of the largest 
prize ever in women's tennis. 

“I was lucky to get in, and I 
just decided to come,” 'said Fer- 
nandez, a last-minute replace- 
ment in the Big Bear Challenge 
for the injured Monica Seles. 
"Fve been on the road for a 
month and I debated whether to 
come. 

“It turned out great and I was 
fortunate to do so well.” 

When the two-day, four-player 
tennis exhibition was over, tbp 
19-year-old Fernandez had won a 
record S268.000, exceeding tbe 
5250,000 in the Virginia Slims 
Championships. 

Fernandez wasn’t scheduled to 
be here, but replaced Seles last 
Sunday when the Australian 
Open champion aggravated a 
shoulder injury in Tokyo. Thurs- 
day night, she defeated 14-year- 
old Jennifer Capriati 6-0, 6-2 in 
the championship match. 

Earlier Thursday, Fernandez 
lost to Capriati 6-4 in tbe round- 


robin portion of the event. But 
she used tbe defeat to her advan- 
tage in the title match. 

Capriati set the tempo in the 
early match with her serve, keep- 
ing Fernandez pinned back on the 
baseline and back on her heels. 

“I think I’ve got to play more 
aggressive. I can’t let her dictate 
the match,” Fernandez said be- 
fore the championship. 

So she changed her approach 
to Capriati’s serve. 

“I think I was a little asleep in 
the first match," Fernandez said. 
“I got off to a really slow start 
and she served big.”. 

“The second time around, I 
stated a little further back (when 
receiving serve) and I gave myself 
more time to return her serve.” 

The resnhs were immediate as 
Fernandez broke Capriati on her 
first six service games. 

“She played extremely well 
and didn’t miss anything,” said 
Capriati. “I was flat, I wasn’t 
doing anything. And I couldn’t 
get going.” 

The exhibition was based on 
golfs skins game, with money 
chang in g hands for each point, 
ace. game and set won or lost. 


Snow, freezing temperatures hit U.K. sports fixtur 


LONDON (R) — Heavy snow 
and snb-zero temperatures 
throughout Britain have wrecked 
the weekend’s sporting program- 
me, with most soccer matches 
and race meetings called off as 
the country suffers its worst win- 
ter for four years. 

As many soccer dubs pos- 
tponed their weekend Saturday 
fixtures Friday, the Football 
League feared its worst Saturday 
since Jan. 17, 1967, when 37 out 
of 46 fixtures were lost to the 
weather. 

Friday’s lowest recorded tem- 
preratare was minus 11 Centig- 
rade in Bo urnem outh on the 
south coast, and few places were 
expected to rise above freezing 
dining tbe day. 

Four of the eight English first 
division fixture s and 11 of the 12 
second division were postponed 
Friday morning. 

All horse racing meetings were 


fan**! off for a second successive 

day Friday and four of Saturday’s 

five meetings were abandoned. 

Even the British masters 
snooker tournament failed to 
escape the weather. Jimmy .White 
was just four mi nut e s away from 

HiagnalifigHti nn Thursday night 
after thick snow held up him up in 
London traffic for three and a 
half boms. 

Arsenal manager George Gra- 
ham, whose side’s match against 
Nottingham Forest was called off 
despite undersoil heating at their 
Highbury Ground, called for an 
an final two-month break in tbe 
PngHsh League programme. 

*Tve always been as advocate 
of a winter break in January and 
February,” said tbe league lead- 
ers' manager. 

“Yon only have to look at the 
records over the years to see 
that’s tbe real danger time for the 
weather. 


New Bordeaux president 
gets time to save club 


BORDEAUX, France (R) — 
New Bordeaux President Jean- 
Pierre Derose was given two 
weeks grace at a court hearing 
Friday to find the cash to save the 
heavily indebted dob from going 
into receivership. 

Derose, who took over at Bor- 
deaux Thursday after millionaire 
optician Alain Afflelou foiled to 
find enough backers to keep the 
dub afloat, said he was delighted 
by the decision. 

“I am very happy because 1 


.needed seven or eight days to 
bring in the necessary money,” 
be said. “We are in a position to 
say today that tbe chib is saved.” 

The court, in a first bearing on 
whether the dub, which has debts 
of around 300 mifli on francs (560 
mflfion), should go into receiv- 
ership, gave Derose until Feb. 21 
to find 200 milli on francs ($40 
million). 

Bordeaux faced automatic re- 
legation to the second division if 
it went into receivership. 


Canadian records set by 
admitted drug users voided 


OTTAWA (AP) — Track and 
field records set by admitted us- 
ers have been voided by Athletics 
Canada 

The sports' governing body in 
Candada co nfir med a total of 13 
.records have been stricken from 
the books after the seven athletes 
who set up them acknowledged 
use of periormance-enahneing 
drags. 


Athletics Canada identified the 
seven athletes as sprinters Ben 
Johnson, Angella Issajenko, De> 
sai Willi ams and Toniky Sharpe 
along with hurdler Mark McKay, 
shot putter Bishop Dolegiewicz 
and discuss thrower Rob Gray. 

All appeared before last year’s 
federal-appointed Dnbin Inquiry 
into use of anabolic steriods in 
amateur sport. 


Portugal anxious for win against Malta 


VALLETTA, Malta (R) — Por- 
tugal, unnerved by losing to 
Greece, are avoiding rash predic- 
tions before their European 
Championship qualifying soccer 
match against Malta Saturda y . 

After throwing away a 2-1 lead 
in Athens and the chance to go top 
of group six last month, Portugal 
manager Artur Jorge’s only aim is 
to win. 

“The objective in the two games 
with Malta is four points. We are 
not going to repeat the defensive 
TP**^ fces we made in tbe game 
against Greece,” he said. 


Victory in Greece would have 
made Portugal favourites to qual- 
ify for next year’s finals in Sweden 
after beating current champions 
tbe Netherlands in Lisbon. 

Although Jorge says his main 
concern is victory, with only one 
side qualifying from the group 
Portugal need to score plenty of 
goals as the Dutch beat Malta 8-0 
in Valletta in December. 

But Portugal have never done 
well against the Maltese. In their 
last four encounters since 1985, 
Portugal had three narrow vic- 
tories and were held to a 2-2 draw 
in* Madeira in 1987. 


Modi could depend on the form 
of star winger Paulo Futre, who 
scored one goal and made the 
other against Greece. 

Futre, however, has been in 
trouble with his Spanish dub Atle- 
tico Madrid after being sent off 
last Sunday for abusing the re- 
feree. He was fined heavily by 
Atletico and suspended for three 
games. 

Malta, drained of the confi- 
dence gained from their 1-1 draw 
against Finland in November are 
anxious to avoid a high-scoring 
defeat. 


German coach Horst Heese said 
another heavy loss would 
“big, very big, problems” for tbe 
side. 

Heese said he would not employ 
defensive tactics though. “We 
must play our game but with more 
fight and aggressiveness. We want 
success but we will have to fight 
for it." 

He has recalled two defenders 
dropped for the Dutch m arch. 
John Buttigieg, who plays for En- 
glish third division side Brentford, 
and Alex Azzopardi of current 
league leaders Hamrun Spartans. 


Mutton 9 Jeff 


-BUT IF I ONCE TOOK] 
TKE DOLLAR BILL 
PEOPLE WOULD 
STOP TRYING To | 
OUT HOW 
DUMB I AMM1 



Andy Capp 


X'M THE WORLD'S 
WORST HUSBANb/ 
r I REALLYAM- 





( OH, YES 

A -LAM-} 


ALL RIGHT 
VOUARE 


fr 


Y>9 



SORRY, MA'AM.. THIS IS 
A NICE COLOR, BUT I THINK 
I NEEP A LARGER. SIZE... 

-zr 


U)HAT AM I STARING AT? 

r 




I JU5T WANTED TO WATCH 
WU RUT ALL THE PINS 
BACK IN THAT SHIRT 

F3r 




**Jt would also do the player* 
apod and help keep them nice, 
and flesh. British soccer » the 
most physically demanding m the 
world and the Europeans cant 
believe our season runs non-stop 
for nfae months.” 

Undersoil heating at AnfieMjs 
fikefy to allow the Merseyside 
derby between Liverpool and 
Everton to go ahead, but Man- 
cbester City’s home game a gain st 
Chelsea could be the only other 
first division survivor. 

Second-placed Liverpool, who 
also play Everton in the F.A. Cup 
next week, have Scottish interna- 
tional defender Gary Gillespie fit 


-uve week d ocs n ot prevent 
another large crowd. 

-I am looking to cn U» » 
give us the boost we 

United are unbeaten m 20 con- 
secutive Coptics — 12 m thc F-A- 

(bur in European Cup Wmnera 
Cap — since Tottenham 
them in the third round of d* 
League Cttp in 1969- 
“Knowing we had a Wembley 
appearance booked wooW pw» 
the composure to ha ndle cvcry- 


But midfielder Steve McMa- 
hon, who pulled out of Englan d's 
midweek game after suffe ring a 
groin strain in last Sunday’s draw 
against Manchester United, will 
undergo- a fitness test Friday. 

United expect Sunday’s 
T eague Cup s emifin al first leg 
against Leeds to go ahead at Old 
Trafford, with manager Alex Fer- 

goson hoping the presence of hve 

television for tbe second conseca- 


wm something esle," said Fergu- 
son. 

Midfielder Paul luce will return 
to the United side after mxssmg 
the last five games with a grata 
strain. Defender Mflte Fhdan » 
stfll n ursin g braised ribs but & 
expected to get the all-d ear. 

y have three strikers un d e r 
treatment. Carl Short, wh o mb- 
sed last Saturday’s game again* * 
Tottenham with a hamstring 
strain, is given a good chance of 
fit, but there is more con- 
cern over Lee Chapman and John 
Pearson. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“I said ‘hair conditioner’...not 
‘air conditioner’!* 


Unscramble these tour Jvnbtoa, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAJIE 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


□ 

fEJEC 



□ 

mm 

m 

■ 


KESTO 


' ""y > 

s-A J 

□ 

□ 


i=h;mh 


■ 


33 


G! 

RANAH 



LC 

□ 




Now arrange tbe circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


Jumbles: ACUTE BROOK 


(Answers tomorrow) 

UPTOWN SHAKEN 


OUT OF 


ballplayer 1 
“WHACK" 


THE Daily Crossword „ 


Louis Sabin 


ACROSS 
1 Of blood 
6 Nora's terrier 
10* Lhasa — 

14 In accord 

15 Yeltsin's land: 
abbr. 

16 Insult 

17 Fathers of 


po 


fathers old 
style 

J 

a 

a 


n 

19 Off limits 

20 Mali neighbor 

21 Infectious 

» 





» 




17 

giooaoo 

23 Crossed out 

w 



« 


24 Blotch 

25 Fr. clerics 
28 Dessert 

IT 

■ 

— 



l 


choice 

30 Buy a round 

33 Minstrel 

34 Mongrel 

35 Annoy 

36 Go — tear 

37 Scarlet bird 

39 Half a 
saw buck 

40 “Cheers" star 

42 Marble 

43 Cher's early 
partner 

44 Church official 

45 Implore 

46 Kitchen tool 

47 Mother-of- 
pearl 

49 Gr. letter 

50 "The — 
Doubloon” 

52 Pediatric 
concern 

56 Bigwig's 
transport 

57 Freeze 

59 Outgoing 

60 Oberifn is 
here 

61 Raise a nap 

62 White House 
wife 

63 Moist 

64 Went astray 

DOWN 

1 Beldams 

2 Raison d'— 


a 

a 

■ 

■i 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 






3 Lamentation 

4 Incorporated 

5 Projections 

6 Seed 
appendage 

7 Big — , CA 
6 Ry 

9 Good quality 

10 Dancer Fred 

11 Saved toward 

12 “Elephant 
Boy" 

13 Musical work 
18 Blue 

22 Spud 

25 Home 

26 Tiresome 

27 Commercial 
phenomena 

28 Equivoque 

29 Vexed 

31 Dress style 

32 Purport 

34 FFre 

35 Just out 

37 Flambeau 

38 Stifle 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solve* 


□HOa □□□□[£ n 
QQBQO □ 
QDDDDoiaaaa □ 
QQDHQQQH C1QG3 

annua 

□liuhu u 

„„ncinsiE3 aria 
aaaaaa aaaaa 

0OBB Honan n 
□ana ggaag a 


*1 Adds zest 
43 Sideline 
support 

45 WWrs Big — 

46 Pure 

48 Do lawn work 

49 Cerise 

5Q Sci-fi creature 


51 Mature 

52 Alphabet 
quartet 

53 Fabulist 

54 Choice word 
56 Kane's last 

desire 
58 Goal 
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Dealers dismiss dollar 
as safe haven currency 


TOKYO (R) — The dollar’s 
appeal as a safe haven currency 
has vanished in Asian foreign 
exchange markets and some 
analysts now wonder if its safety 
value bad been over-rated all 
along. 

A ntic i p a t ion of a war in the 
Gulf was often given as a reason 
for buying dollars in recent 
months but the start of hostilities 
cut interest flat. 

Foreign exchange traders say 
Asian markets have followed a 
textbook formula — buy on the 
rumour, sell on the fact 

Some add that only the use of 
nuclear weapons in the Gulf 
could revive the dollar’s «a fr 
haven appeal, but that even that 
might be short-lived. 

"The dollar was bought on 
anticipation of a war. The con- 
tinuation of a war is not consi- 
dered a state of emergency in the 
currency market," said Hiroshi 
Masuda, foreign exchange deputy 
general manager at Daiwa Secur- 
ities in Tokyo. 

“Five minutes after news was 
out that the Gulf war had started, 
the dollar collapsed,” said Stan- 
ley Wong, treasured at Standard 
Chartered Bank in Hong Kong 

A safe haven is nsually consi- 
dered to be the currency of coun- 
try whose economy can withstand 
times of turmoil. 

The dollar dropped a thumping 


four yen and four pfennigs on 
Jan. 17, foe day when the war 
started, and has been edging 
down since. 

"The answer is, what Gulf 
war?” said Noel- Kefl, foreign 
exchange manager at Westpac. 
Banking Carp in Singapore. "The 
dollar's (safe-haven status) cer- 
tainly doesn't exist now.” 

Economic fundamentals a gain 
rale Asian markets with dealers 
trading on i n terest rate differen- 
tials and high-yield currencies. 
Deafen no longer react as they 
once did to every rumour about 
the Gulf. 

Since foe Gulf crisis began 
when Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
August, safe haven has been used 
so often as an excuse for buying 
that its original sense of a refuge 
for investment has waned, deal- 
ers said. 

“It’s very unlikely that a cur- 
rency that has been falling for 
many months will have any safe 
status,” David Morrison, chief 
international economist fin gold- 
man Sachs, told a Tokyo foreign 
exchange conference in Tokyo. 

The Gulf war and the preced- 
ing crisis may well have been the 
first test of whether the safe 
haven theory of dollar baying 
really holds. It is foe world’s 
biggest conflict since 1973, when 
the floating system replaced fixed 
rates for major currencies. 

„ The dollar hit its 1990 peak, at 


160.35 yen, in Tokyo on April 2, 
1990, well before foe Gulf crisis 
was thought of. It was the dollar’s 
h ig he s t level here since Decem- 
ber 1986. 

Since then, despite foe Gulf, its 
track has been mainly downward 
except for upward spikes on espe- 
cially worrisome news. On Aug. 
2, the dollar ended here less than 
two yen higher at 148.90 yen. 

The dollar advanced 2-1/2 yen 
to dose at 132.75 yen here on 
Nov. 30 after foe United Nations 
issued an ultimatum authorising 
the use of force «g*»»ngf Iraq. 

Fran then on to the Jan. 15 
U-N. deadline for Iraq to quit 
Kuwait, it stayed in a range of 
132-137 yen. 

Dealers say that safe haven 
buying could again come into 
play if there were significant set- 
backs to foe U.S.-led allied forces 
in the Gulf. 

"The market would like to see 
a correction and could use this as 
an excuse,” said a dealer at an 
Asian bank in Singapore. 

Dealers said no other curren- 
cies were likely to replace the 
dollar immediately as the target 
of safe-haven buying. 

“Some investors may be shift- 
ing from the dollar to the mark 
for higher yields, but the market 
for mark-denominated financial 
instruments is not as large as the 
one dollar instruments,” said a 
Tokyo-based investment advisor. 


U.S. increases 
aid to Ankara 


ANKARA (R) — The United 
States will give Turkey an extra 
$82 million in military aid ihk 
year, the U.S. embassy said Fri- 
day. 

Turkey, the only NATO coun- 
try bordering Iraq, has let' U.S. 
planes launch bombing raids from 
its territory. 

The embassy said Washington 
had agreed to provide a military 
aid package worth $82 mflfion in 
addition to grants of $553.4 mil- 
lion announced earlier this 
mouth. 

The new package includes $50 
million in security assistance cre- 
dits and $32 ntiDion worth of 
equip m ent and supplies to be sent 
to Turkey immediately from U.S. 
military stocks. 

Turkey is foe third biggest reci- 
pient of U.S. security aid after 
Israel and Egypt. In 1990 it re- 
ceived $515 million, 83 percent in 
grants an d the rest in loans. 

Turkish President Turgut Ozal 
has firmly supported U.S. Gulf 
policy since Iraq’s Aug. 2 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

In return Washington has 
raised its Turkish textile import 
quota by half, converted loan 
elements in foe upfitary aid prog- 
ramme to grants, supplied Patriot 
anti-missile rnfaglM and pressed 
other donor nations to give more 
to Ankara. 

“Nest year will see the United 
States trying to increase the levels 


of assistance further,” one West- 
ern diplomat said. 

The European Community 
(EC) explained Friday how it 
would disburse its 175 milli on 
ECU ($245 million) loan to Tur- 
key, one of three “frontline 
states” hit buy the Gulf crisis. 

An EC statement said foe 10- 
year, interest-free loan was tied 
to foe import of non-military 
capital equipment, spare parts 
and other industrial materials 
from foe EC. 

It would be disbursed in two 
tranches, one of 140 milli on 
ECUs ($196 million) by mid- 
March and the rest by mid-May. 

In addition, EC members have 
committed 140 million ECUs 
($196 million) in bilateral support 
to Turkey, of which more than 60 
nriHicm ECUs ($84 milli on) has 
been disbursed. 

Turkish officials have given 
estimates of Gulf crisis losses in 
1990 varying from S1.5 to $5 
billion. Treasury officials said 
early last month that Ankara had 
received $2.5 billion in Gulf aid 
so far, most of it in grant form. 


S. Africa sees trade growth after sanctions 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South Afri- 
ca’s trade with the United States 
and the Gulf would grow when 
sanctions against it ended but 
Western Europe would retain its 
dominant position. Trade and In- 
dustry Minister Kent Durr has 
said. 

He suggested at a news briefing 
the U.S. black lobby and govern- 
ment agencies there would put 
American companies under mor- 
al pressure to invest in a new 
democratic South Africa. 

“The American market re- 
mains a vitally important market 
for South Africa,” he said. 

“I do see us primarily within 


the European sphere of influence 
with strong interest from Asia. I 
think that will be predominant. 
But I think it is unquestionable 
that there will be interest from 
America/’'’ he said. 

About 200 companies have pul- 
led out of South Africa in the past 
decade through anti-apartheid 
pressure or concern over econo- 
mic upheaval. Only 36 U.S. firms 
still operate here. 

The United States accounts for 
nine per cent of South Africa’s 
foreign trade. Exports to the Un- 
ited States were $1.4 billion in 
1988 with imports at $1.7 billion. 
International Monetary Fund fi- 


gures show. 

Japan, Australia, New Zealand 
and 16 major West European 
economies accounted for around 
$9 billion in exports and $10 
billion in imports. 

Durr said planners from large 
U.S. companies were visiting reg- 
ularly to prepare for a new rela- 
tionship with South Africa. 
Thirty-five major business de- 
legations from around the world 
were visiting South Africa- in the 
coming weeks. 

He also said he thought the 
Gulf would “open up to South 
Africa in a very big way when this 


war is over and when we find 
ourselves in a more normal rela- 
tionship with the world.” 

“International trade moves by 
sea and you have a complement 
of ports up and down East Africa 
moving into the Gulf and around 
the Indian Ocean littoral which 
have been largely unused for 
ultra-regional trade.” he said. 

Anti-apartheid groups say Pre- 
toria has bought oil from Gulf 
states, sometimes in exchange for 
arms, defying a United Nations 
embargo on trade in oil and arms; 
with South Africa. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and 

bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 

1.9865/75 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

111580/90 

Canadian dollar 


1.4575/85 

Deutschemarks 


1.6440/50 

Dutch guilders 


1.2448/55 

Swiss francs . 


29.95/30.00 

Belgian francs 


4.9700/50 

French francs 


1096/1097 

Italian lire 


127.80/80 

Japanese yen 


5.4670/20 

Swedish ' crowns 


5.7150/7200 

Norwegian crowns 


5.6040/90 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

368.50/369.00 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Shares defied foe downward pressure exerted by a 
20-point slide on Wall Street to dose moderately weaker. The AD 
Ordinaries aided down 4.0 points at 1,30.4. 

TOKYO — Stocks rose for the fifth successive session. The 
Nikkei gamed 191.65 points, or 0.80 per cent, to 24,296.08. 
Brokers said the Nikkei would have risen further had it not been 
for position squaring ahead of a three-day weekend here. 

HONG KONG — Stocks ended firmer in moderate trading, as 
recent institutional buying fever spilled over to local individual 
investors. Hie Hang Seng index gained 25.11 points to 3,359.09. 

SINGAPORE — Shares dosed mixed after fluctuating in a narrow 
range, with some investors taking profits while others reallocated 
portfolios. The Straits Times indnrtrial index dosed at 1,294.10, 
down 1,70 points. 

FRANKFURT — Opt imi sm based on the premise that “no news is 
good news” took German shares to their highest level of foe year. 
The Dax index jumped 2 J2 per cent to end at 1.467.82. £ 

ZURICH — Swiss shares dosed higher in fairly active trade fuelled 
by lower interest rates and Frankfurt’s solid showing. The 
All-Share SPI index dosed 7.4 up at a 1991 high of 951.3. 

i 

PARIS — French shares staged a late rally with bond prices 
surging to 1991 highs. Traders said the rising bond prices and the 
prospect of continued low inflation in France fuelled the market. 
The CAC-40 index ended up 24.53 points at 1,622.75. 
LONDON — U.K. stocks maintained small gains in thin afternoon 
trading. The FTSE-100 index ended 1.5 points higher at 2,24^2. 
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Hong Kong 
contributes 
$30 million 
towards 
Gulf war 

HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong is to donate $30 million to 
Britain for use in the Gulf war. 

The finance committee of the 
British colony’s legislature voted 
Friday to give Britain 230 million 
Hong Kong dollars ($30 million) 
for medical and humanitarian 
purposes. 

The proposal was approved by 
a 26 to 14 vote. 

Hong Kong, whose population 
of nearly six million is almost 
wholly Chinese, reverts to 
Chinese sovereignty in 1997. 

... -SeveraL.legislators said they 
supported the donation because 
of Hong Kong's need for intem- 
tional support in the run-up to 
1997. 

“We have to show that we are 
part of the international com- 
munity and not just a passive 
British colony." said legislator 
Martin Lee. 

Financial Secretary Piers 
Jacobs said it would make Hong 
Kong look good to offer a con- 
tribution although Britain had 
not formally asked for one. 

The English-language South 
China Moming Post said in an 
editorial Friday that rejecting the 
plan would anger Washington. 

“Hong Kong is noted for its 
pursuit of self-interest, not for its 
fits of morality, and this is not the 
moment to break the mould," the 
newspaper said. 


Cash-flush Egypt moves 
to rescue, organise banks 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt, flush with 
cash from its Gulf war allies, is 
bailing out its troubled state- 
owned banks and has told 
private-sector banks to put their 
house in order, bankers and eco- 
nomists have said. 

Economists said the central 
bank in the last few weeks had 
approved injecting new capital 
and other assets into foe four 
main public hanks and for the 
first time instituted a caphal-to- 
assets ratio for the country’s 50 
private banks. 

One Egyptian economist esti- 
mated it would take $2 to S2J 
billion to pot the four state- 
owned banks on a firm footing. 
Other economists said the current 
bail-out was well under $1 billion. 

Western diplomats said Egypt 
was apparently financing foe 
capital infusion with cash grants it 
had received from Gulf Arab 
countries as a reward for support 
them u gainfl Iraq. 

Egypt has seat around 35,000 
troops to join the multinational 


force fighting Iraq. 

The reforms are part of far- 
reaching financial and currency 
measures prescribed by the Inter- 
national Monetry Fund (IMF) 
and adopted in the last month. 

Cairo has been negotiating 
with the IMF for about three 
years on an accord that would 
clear the way for farther grants, 
loans and debt relief from its 
main Western creditors. 

Prime Minister Atef Sedki told 
reportes Tuesday he expected the 
agreement to be signed next 
month. 

Some of Egypt’s four public 
banks — Banque da Caire, Ban- 
que Misr, foe National Bank of. 
Egypt and the Bank of Alexan- 
dria — had loans on their books 
they had not serviced for de- 
cades, economists said. 

The banks, nationalised in the 
early 1960s; had also used doOar- 
denominated deposits to finance 
local currency loans and were 
now suffering from a severe shor- 
tage of foreign exchange, they 


said. 

Centra] bank and public bank 
officials were not available for 
comment.- 

In a circular to private-sector 
banks this week, the central bank 
set foe country’s first mandatory 
capi tal-to- assets ratio. 

It said capital, reserves and 
provisions for possible loan losses 
most equal at least eight per cent 
of total bank assets. 

The circular set a timetable 
from two to four years for banks 
to sort out their positions. 

Economists and bankers said 
many of the private banks were 
seriously undercapitalised. 

“It will mean that a lot of banks 
will have to either increase their 
capital or merge,” said an Egyp- 
tian banker. 

In foe last month Egypt had* 
also allowed banks and licensed 
money changers to buy and sell 
foe pound unhin dered and abo- 
lished its cumbersome system of 
fixed interest rates on bank loans 
and deposits. 


Red tape, indecisiveness slow 
Iranian economic advancement 
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DUBAI (R) — In Iran, it takes 24 
pieces of official paper and eight 
official stamps to complete one 
foreign exchange transaction at a 
bank. 

Red tape and regulations that 
change by foe week and debate 
about bow the economy should be 
run have killed off most exports 
except ofl, and are suffocating 
economic progress, Ir anian eco- 
nomists and foreign businessmen 
say. 

“There is still red tape, too 
many formalities, very compli- 
cated procedures, and so on in 
doing business,” said Japanese 
ambassador to Iran Kunihiko 
Salto. 

“Most exporters, feeling in- 
secure and faced with impractical 
limitations, which incidentally 
keep chang in g unpredictably, have 
had to withd r aw from foe export 
.scenej”' 1 said Iranian economist 
Habib Chirii in a report on the 

problem. 

Hus loss of entrepreneurial spir- 
it has been a major cause in lost 
export markets, Iranian business- 
men say. “There is very little 
long-term planning. It’s in for a 
quick profit mid out again, if you 
can,” said one of the capital’s 
merchants. 

The chaos of 10 years of revolu- 
tion and eight years of war against 
Iraq drove many ed u cated Ira- 
nians abroad. 

Others who stayed bet had 
worked for the government of the 
former shah were ideologically 
tainted and their talents often 
wasted." I’m a qualified English 
latignage student but here I am 
driving a taxi," said a Tehran 
cabbie. 

In recent years, non-oil exports. 


mostly of non-industrial goods, 
hovered around 10 per cent of ofl 
export values. 

Iran’s first five-year plan (1989- 
93) predicts total hard currency 
from non-oil exports at $17,836 
billion, or 22 per cent of targeted 
ofl revenues, and with a much 
greater proportion of manufac- 
tured industrial goods. 

The government, which is com- 
mitted to economic revival and 
more pragmatic policies than in 
foe part, needs a coherent policy 
to achieve tins, say its critics. 

Yet policy attempts to combine 
Islamic economic principles with 
half-hearted free market theory 
and elements of socialist central 
planning — a mixture which is a 
recipe for disaster, they say. 

Some independent economists 
are encouraging the government 
tO release pent Up demand, and 
construction activity, and- trust to 
free market forces to ensure sur- 
vival of the fittest. 

A mini-boom in private con- 
struction is apparent in Tehran but' 
dire shortages of baric construc- 
tion materials, evidenced by foe 
-sinking of a Cypriot ship carrying 
German tar to Iran in the Gulf of 
Oman in January, mean much 
building is low quality. 

. The country's foreign exchange 
policy provides a good example of 
confused aims, the critics say. 

Iranian bankers say the monet- 
ary authorities are working toward 
a unified currency policy, and this 
month the central bank said it 
would allow foreigners to buy 
riyals at a new floating rate, set by 
the bank and dose to the free 
market rare which has been avail- 
able to Iranian nationals for some 
time. 

At a stroke, foreigners can 


legally get 20 times as many riyals 
as at the okl official rate of around 
65 to the dollar. 

Foreign businessmen welcomed 
the move, but added that as in 
many areas of economic regula- 
tions there were no statutes to 
guarantee police would not sud- 
denly change a gain . 

Iran also retains a whole series 
of preferential riyal rates for im- 
porters, and designated Iranians, 
which independent economists be- 
lieve only encourage waste and 
inefficiency. 

“The exchange rate adjustment 
is not a panacea for the country's 
economic problems and cannot be 
effective unless accompanied by 
other appropriate and coherent 
economic policies which cany the 
support ot public opinion,” said 
economist Mahnaz Khadempour, 
before foe latest currency move. 

One . economist said- stepping 
preferential currency .rates in Pet 
land immediately cut waste in of 
mg imported materials in produc- 
tion. 

Some senior officials axe also 
sceptical that playing around with 
exchange rates is the answer to foe 
underlying problem. 

“What is of significance in ex- 
ports and is adversely affecting 
Iran is unsuitability and inferior 
quality of products," said Mustafa 
Hasbcmi, director of Iran’s Export 
Promotion Centre, in a published 
official interview. 

“The goal should be establishing 
trust between exporters and pro- 
ducers and the government 
through logical rules and regula- 
tions,” he said. 

Some officials, like Hashemi, 
also argue that Islamic principles 
of trade rale against interference 
by bureaucracy. 


U.S. productivity registers 
worst showing since 1982 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
productivity of America's non- 
farm workers fell 0.8 per cent last 
year, the worst decline since 1982 
and the first back-to-back rever- 
sal — coupled with the 1989 drop 
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of 0.7 per cent — in a decade, the 
government has said Monday. 

Labour costs continued to rise 
as the tumbling economy forced 
businesses to drastically trim 
working hours in the final months 
of 1990, the Labour Department 
report showed. 

“What we have here is the 
worst of both possible worlds — 
the economy was sinking into 
recession at the same tune labour 
costs were accelerating," said 
David Jones, an economist with 
Aubrey G. Lansion and Co. 

Increased productivity, or get- 
ting more worker output per hour 
on the job, is considered vital to 
increasing the nation's standard 
of living without inflation. 

But the latest showing, said 
Jones, shows the United States is 
continuing to lose its competitive 
edge in international markets and 
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threatens a long-term reduction 
in living standards "unless one of 
two things happens — either we 
sharply improve the quality of 
our labour force through educa- 
tion, or sharply improve savings 
and investment in new plants and 
equipment." 

“Our ability to produce more 
goods and services does deter- . 
mine the pie that’s available to 
us," said Allen Sinai, chief eco- ■ 
nomist at the Boston Co. "That . 
pie grew very iBknriy- in 1990 and . . 
is going to shrink in 1991." he 
said. 

The report showed that during 
the final three months of 1990. 
the nation’s business trimmed the 
working hours of their employees 
at an annual rate of 2.7 per cent 
— the largest falloff since the 
depths of the 1981-82 recession. 

It was the second quarterly 
decline in the number of hours 
worked, a normal consequence of 
recession — as businesses trim ' 
payrolls. 

While productivity fell for all of , ; 
1990, it was about unchanged for : 
the fourth quarter, growing at a ■' 
small annual rate of 0.1 per cent. 

In the manufacturing sector, 
productivity declined at an ’ 
annual rate of 2.1 per cent in the 
October-December period — the 
largest drop since 1981. Mean- : 
while, factories trimmed their ! 
hours by 6.1 per cent at the rail 1 
end of 1990. [ 

The decline in manufacturing ■ 
hours was the steepest since the • 
final quarter of 1982, when hours * 
fell 8.6 per cent, the government 
said. 

For all of 1990, manufacturing 
productivity increased 3.0 per 
cent and hours worked fell 2.1 
per cent, the report said. 






Soviet military in Lithuania 
distributes anti-secession leaflets 


VILNIUS. USSR (AP) — Soviet 
troop exercises which begin Sun- 
day in the Baltic states are a 
blatant attempt to intimidate 
Lithuanians from voting for inde- 
pendence this weekend, the re- 
public's presided! has charged. 

Vytautus Lzndsbergis also said 
the Soviet military has distributed 
anti-secession leaflets warning 
that Lithuania will be destroyed if 
residents vote for independence 
in a poll this Saturday. 

“They're building up an atmos- 
phere of intimidation and of 
course this win have a negative 
effect on the poll,” Lands be rgis 
said at a news conference. 

Ten days of military manoeuvres 
are planned, he said. 

The development followed a 
week of relative calm in the re- 
public. 

Fearing a Soviet attack, bowev- 1 
er. hundreds of aimed Lithua- 
nians remained on guard at the 
parliament in the capital of Vil- 
nius. Soviet troops ambushed 
Lithuania's broadcasting centre 
Jan. 13, leaving 13 civilians dead. 
Seven people have been lolled in 
the neighbouring Baltic Republic 
of Latvia in a Soviet crackdown. 

The leaflets, signed by the pro- 
Krsmtin Lithuanian Citizens’ 
Committee, urged Lith uanians to 
abstain from the poll and vote 
instead in a nationwide Soviet 
referendum on March 17 on pre- 
serving the union. 

“Before expressing your opin- 
ion, think over again and again 
your action. Your 'yes’ is seces- 
sion of the republic from the 


USSR. That is a categorical 
worsening of relations between 
T frhngnia and the USSR. That is 
economic crisis ... that is destruc- 
tion of Lithuania,” the leaflet 
said. 

“It win be better for Lithuania 
if you abstain from the poll until 
March, when the all-union re- 
ferendum win be held,” the leaf- 
let said. 

The committee surfaced last 
March after Lithuanian lawmak- 
ers declared independence from 


the Kremlin, sparking an 11- 
month confrontation that in- 
cluded an economic blockade and 
culminated in the military crack- 
down. 

Landsbergis said military heli- 
copters dropped the leaflets on 
Lithuania’s seoond-laxgest city, 
Kaunas. He condemned tire mili- 
tary for helping “this clandestine 
organisation-” 

He spoke at a news conference 
where representatives of the five- 
member Nordic Council declared 


Bugging devices found 
in Russian parliament 


MOSCOW (R) — Eavesdrop- 
ping equipment belonging to the 
KGB security service has been 
found in offices above Russian 
leader Boris Yeltsin's study. 
Soviet news reports have said. 

The independent Interfax 
News Agency said the bugging 
devices were found by deputies, 
public prosecutors and KGB offi- 
cials Wednesday in two rooms of 
the Russian parliament on the 
banks of the Moskva River. 

“Apparatus were discovered, 
radio engineering equipment in 
large quantities," Radio Moscow 
an unnamed deputy as saying. 

The discovery of the equipment 
will inevitably fuel allegations 
that top Kremlin leaders are 
acting to discredit or even unseat 
Yeltsin, the country's most popu- 


lar politician. 

Since breaking, with Gor- 
bachev three years ago, Yeltsin 
has repeatedly spoken of plots 
against bis life. 

Radio Moscow said that once 
the two rooms were inspected 
KGB officers arrived and ack- 
nowledged that the equipment 
was theirs. 

“But they gave no explanation 
of what they were working on.” it 
quoted one of rrhe Russian de- 
puties as saying. “Why should 
such an institution as the KGB 
carry out activities secretly with- 
out the knowledge of the Russian 
government?" 

The parliament of the Russia^ 
Federation, the country's largest 
republic, voted to set up a com- 
mission to investigate the inci- 
dent. 


Soviet aid convoy crosses into Poland 


Polish authorities said the con- 
voy was kept waiting because the 
trucks arrived at the" border with- 
out number plates or insurance 
and were driven by armed Soviet 
soldiers in uniform. 

They were allow ed into Poland 
after the problems were rectified 
and the trucks were driven by 
unarmed Soviet soldiers in civi- 
lian clothes. 


Soviet prosecutor opens 
Chernobyl negligence case 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
prosecutor-general has opened a 
aimmal case against officials ac- 
cused of negligence in operations 
following the 1986 accident at the 
Chernobyl nedear power station, 
Izvestia has reported. 

The newspaper said proceed- 
ings would be started against 
individuals who foiled to “assess 
in die time the scale of the 
disaster and its possible con- 
cseqnences and did not take 
necessary measures to protect the 
population from reflation.” 

The order issued by 
prosecutor-general Nikolai Trn- 
bin cited no names. 

But it referred to delays in 
evacuating residents of areas near 
the Ukrainian plant north of Kiev, 
failure to inform the population 


of radition levels and disregard 
for safety norms in disposing of 
nuclear waste. 

The head of a commission ex- 
amining tile protracted campaign 
to deal with die the aftermath of 
the accident this week announced 
that more than 700,000 people 
were ev a c uated last year from 
areas deemed to have highe r 
radiation levels. 

The figures was in addition to 
wefl over 100,000 people evacu- 
immetfiately after the explo- 
sion and fire which sent a radioac- 
tive doukl over much of Europe. 

Some have had to be moved 
twice because of miscalcnlatioos 
over cnntammafinfli and ^ least 
half a million people still require 
medical treatment in Byelorussia 
alone, which ties to the north of 
the disaster site. 


Roh aide resigns over 
S. Korean land scandal 
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ary James Watkins said after re- ° 

planned redaction. forflM: S. Korean land scandal 

The United States maintains ab- 

out 20,000 nuclear weapons in its f*”?' W " A J"“I *** to “Chang said he would take 

arsenal, according to experts out- f res *f J ? 1 f. Roh Tae-Woo res- responsibility for causing deep 

side the government. igned Friday over allegations of worries to the president and the 

The study presented four op- foflnence-p«Jdlmg in connection people. His resignation was 

tions for the U.S. nuclear stock- ^ a ^b-unffion dollar land accepted,” the spokesman said, 

pile — ranging from cuts of 30 to deal that “fcriated public. Newspapers have accused 

85 per cent — by 2015, the tareet * president spokesman said Chang of using his influence with 

date for completion of the over- ChaagPyoag-Jo, Roh’s secretary the Seoul City government to 

haul. fof culture and sports, tendered have Hanbo Housing Develop- 

As such, it represented a major ^ resignation over his suspected meat Company granted the right 

shift from projections by the admi- " m * decision to approve to buDd the flats, which would 

nistration of former President P 1 ® 115 ft* thousands of flats, in have b een oc cnpied predominatiy 

Ronald Reagan in early 1989 that Scoul - by government officials. 

the U.S. midear arsenal would : — 

not be cut deeply in the 21st ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ __ 

U.S. technology offi 

lined as the possible basis for *** 

reshaping the network, the United 

States would have no need to turn WAS HINTON (AP) — The Un- ting reliance on fossil fuels, 

on nod ear reactors and chemical ited States can significantly reduce Carbon dioxide, which account: 

processing plants to produce plu- pollution that caused global for 55 per cent of the greenhouse 

tomum and highly enriched ura- warming "without loss of comfort gas emissions, comes primarfi 

mum for bombs. or convenience” or new technolo- . from burning oil, coal, natural gai 

All planning was based on a gy. but it could be expensive, and wood, 
finding that enough plutonium a congressional study has said. ' “The United States has repe- 
and highly enriched uranium The report by the Office of ated ly failed to invest in a sustain- 
already existed to meet new Technology! Assessment (OTA) able energy future,” said Rep. 

weapons needs “if nuclear mate- concluded that carbon dioxide Geroge Brown, chairman the Sri- 

rials can be expeditiously recy- emissions, tbe major contributor ence. Space and Technology Com- 

ded.” to global warming, could be cut by mittee, one of the panels that 

The planned consolidation as much as 35 per cent by the year asked for the report, 

wonld shrink, possibly to as few as 2015 through a combination of. The report said the analysts 

six or seven rites, an industry that energy conservation, new forestry from the office of technology 

at one time operated at more than techniques and use of nonfossil, assessment examined “only those 

100 rites in 32 states since its birth fuels. ’ technical options that would result 

during World War II. “Such emission reductions will in carbon dioxide reductions with- 

Cuzrentiy, tbe Energy Depart- be difficult to achieve and could out loss of comfort or conveni- 

ment a d minist ers 13 major faefli- be costly but (require) no major ence" and that could be attained 

ties in 12 states ot produce nuclear technological breakthroughs," through current- technology.” 

materials, design and butid nnc- said the study, which had been Substantial cuts in carbon diox- 

lear weapons and cany out related requested by several congressional ide emissions could be costly, it 

research. committees. said. Economic estimates varied. 

Under one scenario, the funo- The study was embraced by a showing pollution 'reductions 
tions of four huge, ageing factories number of senators and congress- paying for themselves at one ex- 

producing bomb components . men as dear evidence that the treme to possible costin» as much 

would be consolidated at a single .United States should develop spe- as $150 billion a year by the year 

rite, possibly under private con- dfic targets for cutting so-called 2015. That would be 1.8 per cent 

trol. "greenhouse” pollutants by cut- .■of the current gross national pro- 


SEOUL (R) — A senior aide to 
President Roh Tae-Woo res- 
igned Friday over allegations of 
influence-peddling in connection 
with a multi-million dollar land 
deal that infuriated the public. 

A president spokesman said 
Chang Pyong-Jo, Roh’s secretary 
for culture and sports, tendered 
his resignation over his suspected 
role in a decision to approve 
plans for thousands of flats, in 
Seoul. 


“Chang said he would take 
responsibility for ranging deep 
worries to the president and tbe 
people. His resignation was 
accepted,” the spokesman s a i d. 

Newspapers have accused 
Chang of using his influence with 
the Seoul City government to 
have Hanbo Housing Develop- 
ment Company granted the right 
to buDd the flats, which would 
have been occnpied predominatiy 
by government officials. 


their rapport for Lithuania’s in- 
dependence drive and said they 
planned to help monitor Satur- 
day’s voting. 

Tbe Nordic Council is an advi- 
sor body to tbe governments of 
Norway, Sweden, Finland, Ice- 
land and Denmark. 

In all, more than 75 observers 
from 12 countries and four Soviet 
republics plan to monitor the 
voting, the Lithuanian parliament 
press office reported. 

Voters in tbe republic of 3.7 
mflljon people will vote on the 
question: “Do you support tbe 
idea that Lithuania is an idepen- 
dent, democratic republic?” 

The Soviet referendum — 
■ which several republics refuse to 
conduct — will ask, “do yo think 
it is necessary to preserve the 
Soviet Union as a rene wed fed- 
eration of equal, sovereign re- 
publics in which the rights and 
freedoms of people of bD ethnic 
groups will be frilly guaranteed?" 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has said Lithuania’s poll 
Saturday is invalid. 

The Lithuanian parliament has 
become a barricaded fortress with 
about 1,000 young men in army 
fatigues on guard. Gc dinrinas 
Yankns, a commander of the 
Parliament Guard, said the de- 
fenders were ready for an attack 
by Soviet troops at any time. 

Tbe military manoeuvres 
would start Sunday and continue 
for 10 days, Lithuanian officials 
said. They did not know how 
many sol there or what lands of 
vehicles would take part. 

Gorbachev 
to dissolve 
Moscow 
City Council 

MOSCOW (R) — Moscow City 
officials charged Friday that Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev was 
planning to dissolve the capital's 
reformist administration in his 
drive to reassert control over the 
Soviet Union. 

Members of Moscow’s freely 
elected city council said Gor- 
bachev was preparing a decree to 
limit the body’s power and reduce 
it to the states of an advisory 
board for central government. 

“The Moscow City Council at 
the most wifl be left with only 
advisory functions,” Yevgeny 
Sayushldn, chairman of tbe Mos- 
cow Commission on Law and 
Order, toM the Interfax news 
agency. 

Saynshkin said conservative In- 
terior Minister Boris Pugo had 
told dty officials about the move 
at a meeting this week. “The fate 
of the council has already been 
decided,’* he added. 

Gorbachev announced last 
month that the Soviet parliament 
would draft a law within three 
weeks to define tbe status of 
Moscow in relation to the rest of 
tbe country and outline the city 
council’s powers. 

Moscow City Council, led by 
Mayor Gavriil Popov, has been at 
odds with the Kre mlin since 
radicals won control of tbe body 
in free municipal elections last 
March. 

It has opened a Western-style 
commodities exchange, 
announced its intention to take 
over property claimed by the 
Communist Party and raised food 
prices to combat severe shor- 


Vladimir Bokser, a leder of 
Democratic Russia, a powerful 
grassroots organisation that sup- 
port radical reform, said the 
proposed law wonld prevent 
Moscow City Council from taking 
steps to increase food supplies 
and improving housing. 


Cheney: 
Soviet 
turmoil 
threat to 
peace 


Croatian leader boycotts 
crucial Yugoslav talks 


WASHINGTON (AP) — De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney has 
said that the inability of Kremlin 
leaders to control events within 
Soviet borders could pose a grea-* 
ter threat to world peace than 
“any conscious policy of seeking 
to expand their influence, through 
military means." 

The Pentagon chief, who dur- 
ing the fall of the Berlin Wall 
adopted the most cautionary view- 
in the administration toward the 
Soviet Union, also cast doubts on 
the prospects for U.S.-Soviet 
arms control treaties. 

Cheney noted to the House 
Armed Services Committee that 
problems remain with the 
strategic arms reduction treaty, 
still under negotiation, and the 
conventional forces treaty signed 
last November, but not yet sub- 
mitted for Senate ratification. 

“Hopefully, we will be able to 
conclude those arms control 
agreements, but it ain’t over yet,” 
Cheney said at session dealing 
with U.S.-Soviet relations, the 
Gulf war and the defence budget. 

Talks between U.S. and Soviet 
officials on cutting arsenals of 
strategic nuclear missiles, bom- 
bers and submarines resume this 
week in Geneva following an 
unsuccessful effort to conclude 
the pact in Washington. 

The prospective treaty was to 
be the centerpiece for a U.S.- 
Soviet summit in Moscow next 
week. The two superpowers post- 
poned the meeting, officially cit- 
ing needs to focus instead on the 
Gulf war. 

But unstated reasons for the 
delay were the snags in the arms 
talks and U.S. displeasure over 
the Soviet Union's deadly crack- 
down on demonstrators in the 
Baltic republics. 

Cheney unveiled for members 
of Congress his fiscal 1992 de- 
fence budget, calling for steep 
reductions in troop strength and 
acquisitions of aircraft, ships and 
other weapons in response to a 
diminishing Soviet threat to the 
West. 

The budget is a response to the 
collapse of the Warsaw Pact, the 
Soviet Union's continuing with- 
drawal from Eastern Europe and 
its lessening influence there, 
Cheney said. 

“That means that the greatest 
threat to the neighbours of the 
Soviet Union in the future may 
well come more from the Soviet 
inability to control events inside 
the Soviet Union than it will from 
any conscious policy of seeking to 
expand their influence by military 
means," the Pentagon chief said. 

Cheney did not specify how he 
thought such a new threat could 
evolve. But some military and 
political analysts have expressed 
concern that if the Soviet Union 
drifts into deep chaos, nuclear 
weapons and other military gear 
could fall into renegade bands. 

Cheney said the new defence 
plan “is a six-year look that’s 
being offered at a time of con- 
siderable turmoil and uncertainty 
out there in the world. And I 
would like to reserve the right to 
be able to come back at some 
future time and say we can't go 
down as fast or as far as this 
programme would take it.” 
Although the budget for the 
fiscal year beginning Oct. 1 
slashes the number of troops by_ 
91,000 and cancels several 
weapons, the Pentagon is seeking 
an increase in funds for the 
Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI) and the B-2 Stealth bom- 
ber. 


BELGRADE (AP) — Tbe presi- 
dent of the rebel republic of 
Croatia Friday boycotted a cru- 
cial meeting on keeping Yugosla- 
via together because an anti- 
Croatian rally was planned to 
coincide with the talks. 

“We can’t take part in a meet- 
ing when in front of the building 
people are shouting f ascists and 
terrorists’,” said Mario MobDo, a 
spokesman for Croatian Presi- 
dent Fran jo Tudjman. “la these 
conditions, we decline to negoti- 
ate-" 

The boycott doomed the third 
session of talks between leaders 
of Yugoslavia’s fractious six re- 
publics. 

The negotiations, begun Jan. 
10, are aimed at finding a way to 
smooth over deep ethnic, politic- 
al and economic divisions that 
have brought this B alkan nation 
of 24 mil H on to the brink of civil 
war. 

Croatia and its secessionist ally 
Slovenia walked out of the last 
such sessison on Jan. 31 to protest 
what they called army meddling 
in politics. 

Tudjman declined to fly to 
Belgrade Friday because a 
Co mmunist rsponsorfed women's 
organisation in the largest repub- 
lic of Serbia planned to hold an 


anti-Croatian rally outside tbe 
building where the talks were to 
take place. 

The group released a statement 
saying the rally was called to 
'protest the failure to deta in afl 
protagonists of the monstrous 
plans for tbe murder of members 
of the Yugoslav People’s Army 
and the Serbian nation m 
Croatia.” 

This was a dear reference to 
Croatian Defence Minister Mar- 
tin Spegelj and other Croarians 
accused In an army documentary 
of planning to murder amy offic- 
ers and their families in case of 
civil war. 

The army has issued an arrest 
warrant for Spegelj, but Croatia s 
leaders have defied the order to 
turn him over to military prosecu- 
tors in the Croatian capital of 
Zagreb. 

Tudjman, who ousted Com- 
munists in free elections in 
Croatia last spring, Thursday de- 
manded Friday’s talks be held in 
Zagreb or another Croatian city, 
rather than the Serbian and 
federal capital of Belgrade. 

But the Serbian bead of the 
collective federal presidency. 
Borisav Jovic, refused to move 
the negotiations. 


Wreckage of missing Greek 
Air Force plane found 


NEA ANKEELALOS, Greece 
(AP) — The wreckage of a mis- 
sing Greek Air Force transport 
plane was found Friday scattered 
on one of tbe snow covered peaks 
of the Othris Mountain range in 
central Greece, the country’s top 
military official said. 

Tbe plane with 63 airmen 
aboard was lost from radar 
screens as it made an approach 
for landing Tuesday. 

Chief of staff of the armed 
forces, Maj. Gen. Ioamns Veri- 
vakis, said the helicopters spotted 
the wreckage on the 1,552-metre- 
high Bflionras Peak in the eastern 
part of the mountain range. He 
said there was no indication there 
were any survivors. 

As he spoke to reporters at this 
Greek Air Force base shortly 
after dawn, rescue teams boarded 


helicopters and jeeps for the 
almost inaccessible area where 
tbe wreckage was seen. 

Verivakis arrived here within 
hours after the air cr a ft was re- 
ported missing Tuesday to coor- 
dinate the air, sea and land 
search. 

He said that pilot Giorgos 
Karayannis spotted the wreckage 
from his helicopter at 3:40 ■a.m. 
(0610 GMT) as the early morning 
clouds lifted above the peak. He 
reported by radio that pieces of 
the C-130 Hercules transport air- 
craft were stewn over a wide 
area and flux he saw no survivors. 

The search had been hampered 
by snow s torms and well below 
freezing temperatures. Rescue 
teams had reported more than 
two metres of snow on some of die 
slopes of rite mountain range. 


Forest fire sweeps through 
Colombian nature reserve 


BOGOTA (R) — Fire is sweep- 
ing through a world-renowned 
Colomb ian nature reserve, des- 
troying thousands of hectares of 
forest which are a haven for many 
rare animals and plants, officials 
said. 

The ' fire, which began last 
weekend, has now destroyed 
72,000 hectares (about 173,000 
acres), or about one-tenth of the 
vast Sierra de la Macarena Re- 
serve, and is still burning, offi- 
cials said. 

The United Nations has recog- 


nised the reserve, home for many 
tropical birds and animals, in- 
dtufing bears and armadillos, as 
part of the world’s heritage. 

“We have found some dead 
animals, but I don’t think you can 
talk about the extinction of spe- 
cies,” Camilo Cardenas, director 
of the government’s National 
Office for the Prevention of Dis- 
aster^ told local radio. 

The office said it would send 
fire-fighters and equipment to tbe 
area, some 150 kilometres south- 
east of Bogota. 


U.S. Senate approves Lynn 
Martin as labour secretary 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. Senate, by a vote of 91-0, 
has co nfirm ed Lynn Martin as 
secretary of labour, filling one of 
the four vacancies created by the 
midterm shuffle in President 
George Bush’s cabinet. 

Mar tin, 51, will probably be 
sworn in within the next few days 
and start her day-to-day duties at 
the Labour Depart m ent next 
week, said an aide. 

Martin's quick confirmation, 

. following a few brief moments of 
praise — not debate — on tbe 
Senate floor, again puts a woman 
in the cabinet Martin fills a post 


vaaited by Elizabeth Dole, who 
resigned to head the American 
Red Cross. 

A former five-term Republican 
congresswoman from Illinois, 
Martin was saluted as a street- 
smart politician who knew the 
^2* <rf Congress and could hold 
her own at the White House. 
C™cs of Mrs. Dole suggested 
she was frozen out by White 
House policymakers. 

At Martin’s confirmation hear- 
ts last week. Democrats noted 
that she opposed Bush on mini- 
mum wage and parental leave 
vetoes. 


U.S. technology office says pollution reduction possible 


WASHINTON (AP) — The Un- ting reliance on fossil fuels. duct. 

ited States can significantly reduce Carbon dioxide, which accounts Energy savings would increase 
pollution that caused global for 55 per cent of the greenhouse because of conservation and fuel 

warming "without loss of comfort gas emissions, comes primarily efficiencies, but the cost of ap- 

or convenience" or new technolo- . from burning oil, coal, natural gas pliances, cars and houses — most 

gy. but it could be expensive, and wood. construction, for that matter — 


require energy conservation mea- pollution," Environmental Pro- omethane, lead and its compounds. > 

sures to be taken by virtually all tection Agency (EPA) administra- mercury and its comooun^ ' 

sectors of the economy including tor William K. Reilly said in a methyl ethyl ketone methvl ' 

construction, manufacturing, statement. "Companies can save butyl ketone, nickefand ire I 

transportation and energy indus- on waste management, reduce the . com- i 

tries. use of raw materials and minimise 


a co ngressi onal study has said. 

The report by the Office of 
Technology! Assessment (OTA) 
concluded that carbon dioxide 
emissions, tbe major contributor 
to global warming, could be cut by 
as much as 35 per cent by the year 
2015 through a combination of. 
energy conservation, new forestry 


“The United States has repe- 
atedly failed to invest in a sustain- 
able energy future,” said Rep. 
Geroge Brown, chairman the Sci- 
ence. Space and Technology Com- 
mittee, one of the panels that 
asked for the report. 

The report said the analysts 
from the office of technology 


construction, for that matter — tries. 

likely would increase, the study The enrergy savings likely 

.would have to be brought about 
The study came as delegates through a mixture of taxes, finan- 
from 130 nations are meeting near rial incentives and government 
Washington to work toward a regulation; -the study concluded, 
worldwide treaty on global warm- _ . . , , 

ing. Many of the European dele- “ clte T r . "Z 1 ® need f °r more 

gates have argued for specific energy-efficient transportation 


techniques and use of nonfossil, assessment examined “onlv those 

..... ' teefcjk*! options that would result But the ^mini^^lS: *** "* a greyer use of mass UsTidn "T „ 

“Swh emission reductions will in carbon dioxide reductions with- dent George Bush has refrained New forestry techmques was ooti of _ ® 1? ehemicals in^lved in 

be difficult to achieve and could out loss of comfort or conveni- from making such a commitment, and the P^g of more trees that ™ nution %S any 5 a ™uncement are 

be costly but (require) no major ence” and that could be attained arguing for more studies. ?^ sorb ca 5° n t ^ lo ^ i d ® aiso would 17 chemicaLs^erp ^h^ f. 181 of 189 pollutants for whirl 

technological breakthroughs," through current. technology.” Global warning, which occurs 1x5 re ^ u,red ’ the study, said. becaiL n ^ is required to * 

said the study, which had been Substantial cuts in carbon diox- when pollutants trap the sun’s Meanwhile the U S Enriron toxic and most cominn^ stand a rd s under the Clean 
requested by several congressional ideemissionscouldbecostly.it heat near toe Eanh like the roof mental Protection Agency ancesandTca^re^o^d gf* 1 * 1 ***. The 
committees. said. Economic estimates varied, of a greenhouse, has been attri- appealed Thursday to more than ways exist to reduce tu “S 1118 ? 8 “* e v oluntary programme 

The study was embraced by a showing pollution reductions bated to a number of chemicals, 6M companies nationwide ro of reieSs, th? Sm™** ’OS' pIemcn »2« regSTtoit rime, 

number of senators and congress- paying for themselves at one ex- including chlorofluorocarbons and make voluntary cuts in emission The ^ , 8 . ^ S “ d " ab es ’ 311(1 should bring a2L^J et ~ 

men as clear evidence that the treme to possible costing as much methane as well as carbon diox- of 17 toxic chemicals chemicals involved are: ter reductions. S 1 fas * 

United States should develop spe- as $150 billion a year by the year ide. “Pollution prevention Cad T Ium and «s com- Reilly wid h- 

dfic targets for cutting stalled 2014- That would be 1.8 per cent ' The report said a substantial cut the most cost-effective alternative chlomfnj^ Car ^ n -.j tetrachlorid e, tive response f r ^F CCted a P 05 *- 

“greenhouse” pollutants by cut- ,-of the current gross national pro- in carbon dioxide emissions would to after-the-fact treatment ^orororm, cyanides, chromium saying “i ® ln dustry. 

ament of and its compounds, dichlor- Off hlnds^el^ ^ 1 * Wi " P a * 


goals and targets for emission re- 
ductions by the industrial nations. 


The enrergy savings likely liability.” 

. would have to 'be brought about The companies asked to partici- 
through a mixture of taxes, finan- P 31 ® in the agency's industrial 
rial incentives and government to™ project are the largest contri- 
regulation; the study concluded, ““tors to the estim a te d 1.4 baiiam 

T . , , , pounds of toxic wastes releavri 

It ated die need for more into ^ ^ d « 

energy-efftoient transportation the United States each y^r the 

systems, including steen increases . . j 63 ** toe 


systems, including steep increases agency said 
in automobile fuel economy stan- ' 


pounds, tetrachloroethylene. 
toluene tncbloromethane, rrich- 
lorethylene and xylenes. 

The agency said they are used in 

metal lndU ^" al a PP licali °ns as 
metal working, metal plating 

machinery degreasing, petroleum 
refining and the manufacture of 
chemicals, rubber, plastics, elec- 
tor equipment. pulp and pauer 
products, furniture ? and i 


in carbon dioxide reductions with- 
out loss of comfort or conveni- 
ence" and that could be attained 
through current, technology.” 
Substantial cuts in carbon diox- 


auenons oy uie industrial nations. “ But it said that Heine ana mstru- 

But the administration of Presi- an v d r a ^ eater ““ ° f mass list Td n^ra«it thaf f ^ 

dent George Bush has refrained transit. New for^try techniques was cm of 17 chemical s involved in 
from making such a commitment, ffie pl^g of more trees that poflution a^ol reSriS y ?] Ursd ^ s ^ouncement a^ on 
arguing for more studies absorb carbon dioxide also would thT ttTk ■ regulations. a list of 189 pollutant J ** * on 

TlofJ^g^S; occurs b. required, rhe study, said. ^ ^ 

when pollutants trap, the Sue’s Meanwhile rhe U.S. En^on. »>dc and most comnfo„ s Z SSS^ ndl!r 4 Q«n Ait^ 


would be consolidated at a single 
site, possibly under private con- 
trol. 
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Father sue* rock 
group over eon • 
death . - ^ 

salt lake cmf (R)-J^ 

fiaberofooeof theriTOywrfJa 

wirotfied during a cooeat^*e . J 

popular Australian to* groop, . £ 
AGTXL is suing *c band for W ^ 
mason, a court spokesman ftaa ^ 
said. He said tbe T** * p 
SS court in Salt ^ t 

Bruce Child, the father of 14-. - 

year-old Curtis Child, wfao w m -:f 
trampled to death in a mge of 
fans during the Jan. 18 concert* ^ 

: the Salt Palace. The suit. ^ . 

| Tuesday, also names the conoot 
promoters and the mana^ra of jg-j 
toe Salt Palace arena, where the •_>?- 
concert was held. It accuaea the .. 
three defendants of “wilful, mail- -*£ 
does conduct" in failing w coo* 
trol the crowd of 13.000 fans. A 3 

12-year-old boy and a 17-year-old 

gfrl also died in the crush a* ftm !£■?. 
suddenly surged towards the 'Jv 
stage. A spokesman for the Sab - 
Palace declined comment on the- : -.^y 
sail. Spokesmen for the prorao - -_f : 
ters and the group were not bb* - 
mediately available for co mmen t. ^ 

Underwear helps . 
man escape Jail term . ^ 

NEW DELHI (AP) — A young . 7^ 
Australian sentenced to 10 yean ' V? 
is prison for carrying h as h i s h in . ' 

J his underwear was acquitted by a 
| court Thursday when be 
I that the underwear produced 
| evidence did not fit hun,;-:^'.;?': 
Andrews Salavador had boot - 
1 given a 10-year term plus a 
about S27.0GG by a lower coat 
after his arrest last April. P t tu g^;^ 
Trust of India reported Thursday. 

It said Salvador had bentt.^~~ 
arrested just before 
fljgh: from Tbinivinanthaporat^^^- 
in the southern Indian suteJ^^:.V 
Kerala, to Bombay, tbe 
the western Indian state g8|'.'.' 
Maharashtra. The higher 
acquitted him after he prtwed J 
that tbe underwear summoned in ' ' 
Evidence was undersized, the 
news agency said. Kerala High 3c 
Court Justice K. Padmanabban, 

; who heard Salvador's pica, asked -ir 
j him to wear the underwear in tbe j£ : 
presence of a court official. The §f^ 
official submitted to tbe judge J£ : 
that the underwear was too ' j -~ 

for tbe accused and t hat despite 
all Us efforts to wriggle into it, be "V 

“miserably failed.” In his defence "r- ; 
before the lower court last year, '•* 
Salvador maintained that the ' 
underwear produced by tbe pro- 
secution was not his because be 
hadn't worn underwear ever since 
he arrived in the warm wm«r * j 
state. But tbe lower court bnf 
rejected Salvador's argument and 
sent him to prison. i 


Burglar took 
cab on his rounds 

HILLSBORO,' Oregon (AP) — 
A man has been arrested cm 
burglary charges because be cal- 
led a cab to take him on Ins 
rounds, police say. The cab driver 
said he picked up a man who 
asked to be taken to a bouse. The 
driver said the passenger told htm 
to wait until he returned, and tbe 
man came back a short time later 
with computer equipment and 
other items. The passenger left 
the items in the cab and went 
away again, with instructions for 
the driver to wait. Tbat’s when 
the suspicious driver radioed 

«? rS PoIice recovered about 
*2,000 worth of computer equip- 
ment and other items said wen; 
token m two burglaries. Martin 
Frederick Cowan, 20, was 
arrested on burghuy, theft and 
cnnunal mischief charges. 

Bishop faces 
rape charges 

VA^OCOWER, British Got- 
raping two women and indecent* 

SJsm-pSS 

w j des P re «l alkga- 
eroot foMl1tod 
?«toal abuse at chuncb-nin board- 

rohee allege the offences took 

uiic me tasbop was principal of 

*7® residential sebook n. ■ 
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